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EDITORIAL 
It was with great sadness we report that 
Dr Kett Kennedy passed away at 
Charters Towers on 22nd February. As 
members will have gleaned from recent 
information in the newsletter, Kett had 
taken on the role of Convenor of the 
forthcoming AMHA - CT2014 
International Mining History Congress to 
be held in Charters Towers between 6-11 
July. This was to be Kett’s final major 
project, and his death came at a time 
when the finishing touches were being 
made for this hallmark occasion. He had 
already organized sponsorships, opened 
up the CT2014 webpage, and arranged the 
venues and tours. With almost everything 
in place, the Executive of the AMHA has 
taken over the mantle so as to make the 
event a worthy memorial to Kett and his 
endeavors’. Kett had a very successful life 
on the organisational side of Queensland 
politics and in academe, a story that will 
be told in the next edition of this 
newsletter. But to crown Kett’s 
achievements we would ask members for 
their full support by offering papers and 
attending the proceedings in July.  
 The situation has meant that some 
changes to the registration process have 
been found necessary, and these are 
detailed below. We have an enthusiastic 
group who have willingly taken over the 
mantle, and we can assure you of a 
memorable and worthwhile experience. 

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 
20th AMHA Conference & 10th 
International Mining History Congress, 
Charters Towers, QLD, 2014 – 6 to 11 
July 2014 
Please note that all the information on the 
conference, the venues, the programme, 
and travel, accommodation and other 
details are still to be found at the old web 
location: 
www.ct2014miningcongress.com 
You’ll find the method of registering has 
changed from sending an electronic 
transfer to the nominated Townsville 
banks site, to being able to pay by credit 
card. All you need do is to click on the 
new link provided at the top of the 
CT2014 ‘Registration’ page. If you 
already have the conference information, 
take a shortcut and just click on the 
following: 
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/R
egister.aspx?E=12131 
Just follow the prompts and use your 
credit card to pay. Note that Early Bird 
concessions are available for payments 
made by 30 April.  

Those wishing to present papers, 
please submit titles and abstracts by 31 
March. Another change here, as they 
should be forwarded to the Secretary at: 
mel.davies@uwa.edu.au  

We also suggest that you book your 
accommodation in Charters Towers 
sooner rather than later. As another happy 



hint, if you intend to overnight in 
Townsville before the conference, think 
about staying over in Brisbane or some 
other location, as most accommodation in 
that town has already been booked out, 
and prices in Townsville during the week 
of the conference have trebled in price. 
However, note that prices in Charters 
Towers have not been affected in the 
same way.  
 
21st AMHA Conference 
For those who like to plan well ahead, our 
conference in 2015 will take place in 
Darwin, NT, between 21st and 27th June 
2015. Further details will be available at 
the Charters Towers Meeting and our web 
page. 
 
JOURNAL 
My usual plea to those interested in 
submitting a piece of work for the 2014 
volume of the Journal, especially as 
papers sent in to date have been 
somewhat few and far between. Please 
submit your work sooner rather than 
later. Note that the journal style sheet can 
be viewed or downloaded from our web 
page, or request a copy by contacting the 
Secretary. 
 When submitting please state 
whether you wish to have the paper 
considered for the refereed or for the non-
refereed sections. Also submit a brief 
abstract and personal details. Your 
contributions will be much appreciated. 
The Ed. 
 
BITS & PIECES 
Mining Certificates 
Members interested in collecting mining 
certificates might be interested in 
acquiring two New Zealand certificates 
that came to our notice after being 
contacted by Swansea’s (UK not 
Tasmania) Robert Prothero-Jones. These 
are held by Bernard Moore who normally 
deals in British mining share certificates, 
deeds, MSS and books. As he has these 
two NZ certificates he is anxious to find 
them a loving home! Details as follows:  
Brunner Collieries Ltd, 1912. 13.5" x 
11.3". Cert. No.'s 40 & 42. Both have 

good decorative borders, with small box 
left margin to show share numbers, and 
quantity held: 
• Certificate No. 42 is green 
decorative border & text on white paper, 
for 800 Ordinary Shares, made to 
Colonel John Monkeith, Pall Mall. 
• Certificate No. 40, same format as 
previous, but blue on white paper, for 
200 Preference Shares, made to same 
person as previous. Has Co. Seal stamp. 

Condition of both: good - creases but no 
tears. Sold as pair only at: £60 + postage. 
If interested contact Bernard Moore at: 
BernardRMoore@aol.com  
 
Abt Railway – Heritage Development 
Members who attended the 2008 
conference in Queenstown, Tasmania, 
will be interested in the following press 
release that was sent in to the Ed. by 
Anne Both.  

‘Tasmania's West Coast Wilderness 
railway re-opened on a wintery day on 6 
January 2014. It was a very successful 
and enjoyable day. The train runs to 
Dubbil Barril and return. The railway 
closed in April after hotel giant Federal 
Group withdrew from its lease to run the 
attraction, stating that the business was no 
longer viable. A search for a new operator 
failed, leaving the State Government to 
take control. Since then $6 million in 
Federal Government money has been 
spent on refurbishing the track. The State 
Government has also committed $6 
million, which is being spent on the 
venture. More time is needed to refurbish 
the full track to Strahan. 

The Government has released a new 
advertising campaign to promote the 
railway and is seeking a buyer [Any 
offers from members welcome!!]. 
Economic Development Minister David 
O'Byrne states that two commercial 
groups are interested’. 

 
(Source: Press Release by Minister for 
Infrastructure, Hon David O’Byrne MP –
19 December 2013, and website: 
www.wcwr.com.au   
West Coast Wilderness Rail. 
 



Mining Photos & Information 
Anne Both has drawn attention to the 
web source ‘Bonzle’ as a useful tool for 
photographs and information on 
Australian mining sites. Type in the word 
Bonzle and you’ll be immediately 
directed to the Atlas and also 
photographic sources.  
 Another source has been referenced 
by new member Peter Quinn who has 
photographed and compiled an indexed 
DVD of some hundreds of gold mine 
sites, with many showing machinery in 
situ. The images show various mines 
from Victoria’s goldfields plus a few 
from South Australia and New South 
Wales. 

Peter will be quite happy to send a 
copy to interested members, as he 
generously states he likes to see his 
material ‘out there’, his philosophy being 
‘History belongs to us all’. 

Copies have also been deposited with 
Museum Victoria and Heritage Victoria. 
 
Goldfields Victoria, etc = web links 
Peter Quinn has also sent in a very 
comprehensive and valuable web 
reference for those interested in the gold 
scene in Victoria.  Click on: the following 
for the information: 
http://onehalfgram.freeforums.net/thread/
54/goldfield-locations-victoria-maps 
 
In addition he highlights a useful link for 
earth resources (read Mines Department) 
that is a good source for free downloads. 
See: 
www.google.com/search?q=earth+resour
ces+online+store. 
 
Tom Vallance Medal 
A call has gone out for nominations for 
the second award of the Tom Vallance 
Medal, which will be made during 
AESC2014 in July. To facilitate the 
nomination process, the committee 
adopted the practice of some other GSA 
by providing a form so that all 
nominations will be received in the same 
format. In  2012, some people simply sent 
in a name, while others submitted much 
supporting detail, making objective 

comparison of the various candidates 
difficult. The form can be downloaded 
from the Recognition page of the ESHG 
website http://eshg.gsa.org.au/recognition/  
The completed forms and any supporting 
information should be sent Mike Freeman 
(also an AMHA member) at: 
76 Beach Street, Bicton, WA 6157 
Email tiger-eye@iinet.net.au 
For those who may prefer to fax the form, 
please send to: 
Mike Freeman, WA Department of Mines 
and Petroleum:  Fax 08 9222 3790 
As the Department is a large one, please 
ensure that you include Mike's name as 
otherwise your nomination may spend 
many days lost in the byways of 
bureaucracy. 
Note: nominations close on 7th March 
2014 – but if a few days late they may 
possibly still consider your nomination! 
(that is my supposition but may not be 
theirs. – Ed.) 
 
‘There’s Gold in tham there leaves’ 
Further to the observations in the 
previous newsletter, Ralph Birrell sent in 
an interesting translation that he and 
Marta Birrell have published of Dr. G. H. 
Bruhn’s piece ‘Information on the 
Australian Colonies’, which Bruhn wrote 
in 1855 (the original can be seen at the 
National Library, Canberra, under 
heading Mittellungen uber die 
Australishen Colonien. (Ralph and Marta 
have published this in Australian Mining 
Monographs Number 10). 
 From the publication (page 32) it 
appears that the ‘Eureka’ moment 
reported recently by Geoscientists in 
Perth, regarding the idea that gold can be 
‘sucked up’ by trees and shrubs so as to 
tell what minerals lie under the surface, is 
an idea that was widely circulated in the 
early days of gold discoveries in the 
colonies. However, Bruhn was highly 
dismissive of the idea, stating:  

‘Some people believe that certain 
types of plants indicate the presence of 
gold deposits but this is entirely incorrect. 
Organic remains in the alluvial deposits 
produced by running water have no 



relation at all to the mineral contents of 
mountains’.   
 
The Tank Church at Boulder 
The gremlins appear to have got into the 
previous newsletter when the Tank 
Church at Boulder, WA, appeared as a 
poor, much shrunken, cousin of the 
original photograph. In case you’ve been 
losing sleep, the following is what you 
should have seen. Nothing like a bit of 
prefabrication to solve accommodation 
problems! 
 

 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
Garry Richardson, The European and 
Chinese History of the Blue Tier, 
Poimena and Weldbotough, Hard Back, 
368 pages, photographs and illustrations. 
Price $69 (includes postage in Australia).  
Member Garry Richardson is offering this 
new publication on the Tasmanian mining 
scene. The description of the content 
says: 

‘To the Chinese tin miners the Blue 
Tier in North East Tasmania was “Tin 
Mountain”. This history of the region, 
and the settlements of Poimena and 
Weldborough, focuses on the search for 
the valuable metal by both Europeans and 
Chinese. Garry Richardson, a noted local 
historian, has researched the subject 
extensively and has amassed a great deal 
of primary source material to produce a 
comprehensive book on the area. From 
the discovery of tin in 1875 he follows 
the story of the Blue Tier through to its 
economic heyday before declining yields, 
the small scale of the operations and 
finally the need to shift to hard-rock 
mining in search of ore meant that the 
Blue Tier mines were ultimately non-
viable’.  

Please order from Garry at PO Box 135 
St Helens, Tas 7216, or for further 
information email grichard@tassie.net.au   
 
INFORMATION WANTED 
Pit Ponies 
Frances Rowland Wregg is writing a 
book for children on the last pit ponies to 
work in a mine in Australia. These 
worked at the Collinsville Mine located 
on the Bowen Basin, Queensland, in 
1989, and Frances would appreciate any 
information that members might have on 
the ponies and their history. 

A few of these work-horses can be 
viewed at:  
http://www.coalfaceexperience.com.au/ 
Frances can be contacted at: 
wregg@bigpond.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP &ADMINISTRATION 
Please note that quite a number of 
members are still to renew for 2014. As 
previously pointed out, this can be done 
with ease on-line via Register Now. This 
is our preferred method of registering as 
it saves a great deal of admin time and 
effort for the Secretary. It also saves 
you shoe leather walking to the post 
office. Since the beginning of the year the 
cost of using the system has been reduced 
on a $35 membership to only $1.87 
including GST. You in turn save on 
postage and it provides you with an 
instant tax receipt.  

You can of course still pay by 
cheque, but for people with a credit card 
and access to email the above method is 
preferred by the AMHA to a paper 
submission.  

Please note that because of past and 
ongoing problems, we prefer that you 
avoid sending electronic transfers to our 
bank. To register your membership, click 
on the following, or enter via our web 
page: 
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/R
egister.aspx?ID=11343 
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