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Nic Haygarth <lakelea22@yahoo.com.au> 

‘Over hill and dale with an aching back: A history of the Adamsfield Track, south-western 

Tasmania. 

 

Nic Haygarth is a professional historian and freelance writer who was awarded a PhD in history 

by the University of Tasmania. While passionate about wild places, high country and those who 

populate them, he is interested in mining wherever it occurs. 

 

The Adamsfield Track was cut as a pack-track to facilitate the surveying of a farcical private 

land grab called the Great Western Railway. In 1925 the section of track through the Florentine 

Valley was reinvented as the main access route for Adamsfield, the shanty town at the centre of 

an osmiridium mining rush. Over the next two decades the track surface was beaten into 

submission by pack-horse hoofs and boots that split on the corded timber floor. During the 

Great Depression from 1929 Adamsfield’s ‘poet laureate’ Mulga Mick O’Reilly saw the track 

as a divide between the parasitic rich of Hobart and the virtuous mining poor. In the 1930s, even 

as the osmiridium grew scarce, a primitive, dangerous, horse-drawn wagonette service known as 

the Adamsfield Express bumped passengers, post and freight to the mining field. In the late 

1940s the track was upgraded again by forester Australian Newsprint Mills as a slow road for 

high-slung cars into Adamsfield. Stan ‘the Count’ Gerny, the wizened Adamsfield postmaster, 

came out that way to die in the New Norfolk Hospital in 1962. The town of Adamsfield was 

dead—although small-scale mining continued for decades. Today the Adamsfield Track is a 

multi-layered archaeological zone, the bones of stores, hunting huts, track workers’ camps and 

even the legend of the last Tasmanian tiger being mixed among its overgrown cuttings, fallen 

bridges and bottle dumps. 

 

‘Many practical men deceived themselves’: the disastrous hydraulic gold craze in Tasmania 

1893–1901. 

 

During the 1890s economic depression the success of hydraulic sluicing for gold in Otago 

prompted reworking of alluvial terraces by the same method on small Tasmanian goldfields. A 

former New Zealand geologist, a miner with Otago experience and a local mining agent 

encouraged and/or spruiked the hydraulic sluicing companies. Otago ‘hydraulicers’ were 

recruited to manage some of the claims and optimism reigned until the first clean-up of the 

sluice boxes dashed all hopes. 

There were three reasons why the success of hydraulic sluicing on the Otago goldfields 

was not repeated on Tasmania’s Pieman River system: the high elevation of many of the 

terraces made it difficult to supply them with high-pressure water; the comparatively small 

amount of gravel to sluice made the process uneconomical; and, ultimately, there wasn’t enough 

gold. 

 

Ken McQueen <Ken.McQueen@canberra.edu.au> 

A challenging ore deposit geometry: History of the Mount Claude-Round Hill silver mine, 

northwest Tasmania.  

 

Ken McQueen is a geologist with a keen interest in mining history. He is Adjunct Professor of 

Geochemistry and Landscape Evolution at the University of Canberra. 

 

Prior to 1927, the Mount Claude or Round Hill silver-lead mine near Cethana in northwest 

Tasmania was a significant silver mine producing at least 10,810 kg of silver, as well as 4,723 t 

of lead and 31.46 kg of gold. Early mining between 1881-1893 was unsuccessful largely due to 
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a poor understanding of the complex geometry of the ore deposit, combined with resulting 

misguided management. Later mining from 1907 to 1927 by the Round Hill Silver and Lead 

Mining Company was much more successful due to the benefits of a better understanding of the 

ore distribution, a larger capital base, improved transport and processing facilities, as well as 

ready access to custom smelting. However, due to other confounding factors, particularly the 

decline in metal prices during this period, the company was never able to return a dividend to 

shareholders. This history is a good case study of the importance of understanding the 

geological parameters of a mine as well as other factors, such as capital investment, mining and 

metallurgical technology, transport infrastructure and the vicissitudes of metal prices.  

 

Ross Barnett  <ross.barnett@xtra.co.nz> 

Uncertain enterprises: The experience of two gold dredging companies on the Clutha River 

above Cromwell, Otago, New Zealand.  

 

Ross Barnett is Adjunct Professor in the Department of Earth and Environment at the University 

of Canterbury, Christchurch New Zealand. He has published over 100 articles and books on 

environments and health, his most recent book being Smoking Environments in China (Springer 

Nature, Switzerland, 2021). In addition to his health research Ross has completed two mining 

books, Goldfield Entrepreneurs: The Norwegian Party of Waitahuna Gully, Otago (Lawrence 

Athenaeum and Mining Institute, 2016) and, with P. Barnett, edited Hard Won Gold (Friends of 

Waiuta, Reefton, 2018). Ross is currently co-authoring a book on the history of the Globe 

Progress Mine at Reefton. He is also involved with mining heritage groups in Reefton on the 

West Coast and in Ouray, Colorado. 

 

Gold dredging booms represent a distinctive phase in the mining history of many countries. 

Much of the literature on this topic, while providing valuable historical details, has been overly 

descriptive, focusing on changes in technology but has paid less attention to the causes of 

booms and the effects of patterns of ownership on company financial performance.  

This paper compares the record of two dredging companies, the Rise and Shine Gold 

Dredging Company (1900-1924) and Austral New Zealand Limited (1940-1952), that operated 

in the same location, but at different times, on the Clutha River in southern New Zealand during 

the early and mid-twentieth century.  

The key question posed is why was the earlier company more financially successful than 

the larger, and more technically sophisticated, company that operated later on? This unexpected 

result raises broader questions of scientific approaches to resource evaluation, methods of 

mining, company flexibility and the effect of competing resource priorities upon the decisions 

of multinational, compared to more locally funded, mining companies. 

 

 

Peter McCarthy <pmccarthy69@bigpond.com> 

The 1853 Canadian Gully Nuggets, Ballarat, Victoria. 

 

Peter McCarthy is Chairman Emeritus of AMC consultants and has published more than 60 

technical papers and articles in his areas of interest, including mining history. He is a past 

president and Honorary Fellow of the AusIMM and a life member of the Sovereign Hill 

Museums Association. 

 

This paper describes the discovery of three large gold nuggets in Canadian Gully, Ballarat, in 

January 1853. Two of these became known as the Canadian and Sarah Sands nuggets. These 

discoveries have been largely overlooked in histories of the Victorian goldfields despite their 

considerable impact at the time. The discoveries were an important event in the history of the 

Ballarat goldfield and of the Victorian gold rushes more generally. However, despite subsequent 

publicity in Britain, there is no strong evidence that the discoveries significantly influenced the 

pattern of emigration from Britain to Australia in the months and years that followed. 
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Juanita Kwok 

The Lambing Flat riots and the Chinese quest for compensation.  

 

 Juanita Kwok is an independent Bathurst-based historian. Since completing her PhD thesis, 

‘The Chinese in Bathurst: Recovering Forgotten Histories’ in 2019, Juanita has continued 

writing inclusive local histories of regional Australia. Juanita is President of Our Chinese Past 

inc., a not-for-profit association which conducts projects to support local museums in 

preserving, researching and promoting Chinese Australian heritage artefacts in their collections. 

She is Vice President of Dragontails Association Inc. which promotes research into the histories 

and heritage of Chinese people, their descendants and their associates, in Australasia (Australia 

and New Zealand). 

 

Chinese miners and storekeepers driven off the Burrangong goldfields in the Lambing Flat riots 

of 1860 and 1861 petitioned the New South Wales government for compensation for property 

losses; consequently a commission of inquiry was established to investigate the claims. The 

‘Aggressions on Chinese’ report of the inquiry awarded ten percent of the amount claimed for 

losses sustained in the major riot of 30 June 1861, yet in 1864, some Chinese who had been 

awarded compensation complained they still had not been paid. This article examines the 

sequence of events around the Lambing Flat riots, the campaign for compensation, the inquiry, 

the circumstances of payment and the amount of compensation paid. 

 

Christopher J. Davey <cdavey@aiarch.org.au> 

Henry Roach: the Burra Burra Mine Captain and his family. 

 

Christopher Davey is an Honorary Fellow of the School of Historical and Philosophical Studies 

at The University of Melbourne, and the Executive Director of the Australian Institute of 

Archaeology. His five times great grandparents were Henry Roach’s great grandparents. 

 

As the Chief Mine Captain at the Burra Burra Mine from 1847 until the underground mine 

closed twenty years later, Henry Roach (1808–1889) was a significant mining identity in 

Australia, but unlike Captain Hancock at Moonta, Roach has had no biographer. The paper 

discusses Roach’s origins and identifies his family in South Australia, who have no memory of 

him. It also ponders why the Australian mining fraternity have no knowledge of his family and 

considers the implications of this situation for biographical research about him. Roach’s 

contribution to mining in Australia is briefly commented upon.  

 

Ian P. Hodkinson 

Maurice Lyons, a Queensland mining entrepreneur:  

The early years. 

 

Ian Hodkinson is a practicing economic geologist with close to 45-years of experience in 

metalliferous mining and exploration. Originally from Cornwall, England, he spent two years 

working in Botswana before emigrating to Australia in 1981. He has since worked on numerous 

projects and commodities in all Australian states and now lives in Brisbane. 

 

Maurice Lyons was an early promoter of Queensland’s mining opportunities to the Brisbane 

business community in the late 1860s and early 1870s. During that period, he vigorously 

promoted several mining ventures, among them the early Yarrol and Maxford discoveries and 

the one he devoted most time and effort to, the Enoggera goldfield, just out of Brisbane. His 

entrepreneurial enthusiasm was sadly not matched by the outcomes and his mining efforts 

appear to have generally been a failure. Nevertheless, his entrepreneurial drive undoubtedly 

helped awaken the Brisbane business community of that era to the early possibilities that mining 
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might hold in store for the young colony, as the Gympie, Cape River and other discoveries were 

soon to prove. 

 

Robin McLachlan  

A Klondike mystery: the secret of Graeber’s grave. 

 

Dr Robin McLachlan OAM arrived in Australia in 1972 as a Canada Council Fellow to 

undertake a doctorate in history at ANU. He went on to lecture in history from 1976 to 2002 in 

Bathurst, initially at Mitchell C.A.E. and then with its successor university. He lived as a child 

in the Yukon Territory and returned there for a visit in 2008. His life has not been the same 

since that visit. 

 

This article seeks to find the secret story of the man who lies in the Dawson City grave marked 

as that of Norman Nicholas Graeber from Australia. To say more would be a spoiler. 
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