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aurice Lyons was an early promoter of Queensland’s mining opportunities to 

the Brisbane business community in the late 1860s and early 1870s. During 

that period, he vigorously promoted several mining ventures, among them the 

early Yarrol and Maxford discoveries and the one he devoted most time and effort to, the 

Enoggera goldfield, just out of Brisbane. His entrepreneurial enthusiasm was sadly not 

matched by the outcomes and his mining efforts appear to have generally been a failure. 

Nevertheless, his entrepreneurial drive undoubtedly helped awaken the Brisbane business 

community of that era to the early possibilities that mining might hold in store for the 

young colony, as the Gympie, Cape River and other discoveries were soon to prove.1  

 

A Victorian upbringing 

Maurice Lyons was born at Colac, west of Geelong, in Victoria on 16 March 1847. His 

baptism record, dated 9 May of that year, tells us very little other than that his parents 

were Michael and Eliza Lyons. A report of the 1874 death of his older brother, John Perry 

Lyons, only sheds a little more light on the family, noting that, ‘His father, Mr. M. Lyons 

was a respected citizen of Colac, Victoria, who had by a course of honorable industry 

attained wealth and position in the place’ without actually clarifying his father’s 

profession.2,3 John Lyons had commenced a legal career as an articled clerk in Geelong 

in 1861 and was admitted as an attorney in Brisbane in 1866. 

  Maurice Lyons followed his elder brother into the legal profession and his career 

commenced in Brisbane where he worked as the managing clerk for solicitor James F. 

Garrick from mid-1866 onwards.4 In December 1869 he was admitted as a solicitor in 

Brisbane and entered into a partnership with his former employer, James Garrick, the 

business being known as Garrick & Lyons.5,6 Over and above his professional duties, 

Lyons had a keen appetite for financial risk and an eye for investment opportunities and 

was soon found venturing well outside his professional sphere even before he was 

admitted as a solicitor. 

 

Yarrol (1869) 

Lyons’ earliest foray into mining was as a founding member of the provisional committee 

formed to establish the Yarrol Silver and Lead Mining Company (Limited) in consort 

with a number of Sydney entrepreneurs. The prospectus for the company was published 

in The Brisbane Courier in March 1869 and outlined a proposed capitalisation of 

£100,000 in 100,000 shares of £1 each, 5s. on application, with subsequent calls of 2s. 

6d.7 
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  The discovery of lead and silver mineralisation on Yarrol station actually dated 

back to around 1863. The discovery, however, didn’t appear to have become public 

knowledge until much later, in October 1867, with the arrival of one of the original 

discoverers of the mine in Maryborough, aboard the S.S. Queensland. His arrival 

prompted a correspondent of The Brisbane Courier to report: 

On Thursday last a Mr. Peter Hansen arrived here per Queensland, from New South 

Wales, in company with a representative of a Sydney firm, both on their way to 

Yarrol station, belonging to a Mr. Ridler, on which Mr. Hansen had, some three or 

four years ago, discovered an abundance of galena, or lead ore. He kept this 

discovery secret until a few months back, when, having mentioned the fact to some 

of the most influential Sydney men, he was induced to procure a specimen of the 

ore, which was tested in the mint and found to contain about seventy-five per cent. 

of lead, besides being rich in silver; copper was also found in it in small quantities. 

Mr. Hansen has I believe got about 160 acres of this lead-producing land, under the 

mining regulations, and proceeded to the spot last Monday. A party of miners are 

to follow. Mr. Hansen states that there are thousands of tons of this ore to be found 

on the surface.8 

 

  Progress appears to have been slow, and the mine, known as the Yarrol galena mine, 

or Coosenors as it was otherwise known, was still being vigorously promoted in early 

1869, a bullish report noting:  

The lode is traceable for about six hundred yards by the outcrop, the matrix being 

porphyry and limestone, minerals which, according to Professor Phillips, are found 

to be always highly indicative of the abundant presence of silver in the mines of the 

Sierra Nevada, California. The continuity of the lode has also been proved by shafts, 

in some of which the vein of ore at a depth of 30 feet attains to the width of 18 

inches. It is calculated that in the present state of the works two men can easily raise 

twenty tons of ore per week, but with the investment of capital this yield can, of 

course, be indefinitely increased, as there appears to be no limit to the resources of 

the mine. The ore now at grass is estimated to carry 100 ozs. of silver to the ton. 

The lode is situated on rising ground, to which easy access can be afforded by 

driving a tunnel, a style of working which will greatly facilitate the development of 

the mine. It is proposed to erect smelting works on the spot, so as to reduce the cost 

of land carriage to a minimum, as well as to turn to profitable account the copper 

and other minerals with which the walls of the lode appear to be impregnated. 9,10 

 

  The prospectus issued a few weeks later continued to gild the lily, noting glowingly 

that, ‘the outcrop is traceable for about 500 yards, and the lode, at a depth of 30 feet, is 

eighteen inches wide of pure ore, presenting a mass of solid mineral, surpassing in 

richness every other mine hitherto discovered in any of the Australian Colonies’. Such 

bold words were sadly never quite matched by the reality of the situation. Despite 

encouraging assays and public displays of ore at A.S.N. Co.’s Brisbane wharf and 

elsewhere, the mine never lived up to its early promise.11 In 1885, William H. Rands, 

Assistant Government Geologist, reported rather dismissively that, ‘a company was got 

up to work a galena lode about a mile and a-half south of Yarrol. I visited the place. The 

lode runs north 35 degrees east in slate. The shafts have fallen in’.12 In many ways, the 
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failure of the Yarrol venture was to foreshadow many of Lyons’ subsequent 

entrepreneurial efforts. 

 

Maxford (1872) 

A few years later and seemingly undaunted by the failure of Coosenors, Lyons became 

involved with another mining venture, the Maxford copper mine in the Broadsound 

district. The Maxford mine (also known as McKenzie’s Lode) is situated in the Connors 

Range just west of the old Marlborough-Sarina road, 1 km northwest of Mount 

Mackenzie. Government Geologist Daintree, during his survey of the Rockhampton 

Mining District in 1869, had previously visited and reported on the prospect: 

‘McKenzie's Lode,’ on the Maxfort run, in the Broad Sound district, has similar 

characteristics to those of Rosewood - greenstone walls, a quartz matrix on surface, 

gradually improving in mineral, and producing, at twenty-eight feet in depth, large 

bunches of rich grey sulphide of copper, promising fairly to make a defined course 

of ore at a lower level, though the foot-wall at present is the only one clearly 

defined. The width of lode-stone will average two feet; it can be traced on the 

surface for six chains.13 

 

Daintree’s promising report almost certainly tempted a group of southern investors 

to try and float the Maxford Copper Mining Company in mid-1872 with a proposed 

capitalisation of £75,000, in 75,000 shares of £1 each. Lyons wasn’t listed as a director 

although the text of the published prospectus in The Sydney Morning Herald confirms his 

direct involvement with the proposed operation.14 The property comprised ‘a 640-acre 

block of freehold land, and two blocks of 80 acres and 160 acres respectively’ with 

conditional purchasing rights. The larger block was described as having ‘several outcrops 

of copper ore’ within a lode structure trending N19°W and outcropping for a distance of 

nearly a quarter of a mile (400 m). Perhaps most significantly, ‘rich ore was struck at 

about forty feet from the surface, but nearly at the same level water made its appearance 

in such quantity as to impede the work, where hand labour only was available’. 15 

The prospectus also suggested that Daintree had revisited the property for the 

owners in December 1870. While acknowledging that ‘rich shoots of ore have been 

reached at or about the water-level’ he noted that ‘no persistent course of ore has as yet 

been found following the main direction of the lode’. He suggested that the company 

needed to ‘thoroughly test the lode at one point, say the extreme northern shaft, and prove 

whether you have a lode or only irregular shoots of good ore. In the former case, you have 

a splendid property; in the latter, the sooner the outlay is stopped the better’.14 

     The prospectus indicates that the owners did indeed follow Daintree’s advice after his 

visit. At the end of November 1871, Christopher D’Oyly Hale Aplin, Government 

Geologist, visited the property and reported at length to the owners. At the time of his 

visit nine shafts had been sunk and all but one had fallen in or were partially full of water. 

Aplin and Lyons arranged for the most northerly shaft to be bailed out. The shaft was 63 

feet deep, in ‘a partially decomposed amygdaloid trap of a greyish purple colour’ and 

showed the vein to be composed of ‘decomposed rock containing masses of calc-spar’. A 

short drive 46 feet from the surface had exposed ‘a section of ore about 18 inches thick 
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... The mass of this consists of blue and green carbonate and grey sulphide in a ferruginous 

earthly gangue, but with occasional pieces of rich crystalline carbonate’.14 

As part of the holding, Lyons had also acquired a nearby deposit (about half a mile 

west of Maxford) previously held by Joss, the holder of Maxford Station. The exposed 

lode was more quartz rich than the Maxford occurrence and also showed some visible 

gold. Aplin commented favourably on the property, noting that he thought that Lyons had 

‘made a valuable addition to your property by purchasing it’.14 As with the Yarrol venture, 

little appears to have ultimately come of the Maxford mine and a little over two years 

later, Lyons’ block of 80 acres on the Maxford run (possibly Joss’ old working) had 

become forfeit due to non-compliance with the conditions prescribed in The Crown Lands 

Alienation Act of 1868 and The Mineral Lands Act of 1872.16 Lyons’ Yarrol and Maxford 

experiences had no doubt taught Lyons much about the vagaries and false promise of 

vein-hosted, supergene, base metal mineralisation in Queensland. On a happier note, 

Lyons married Maude Hacking (née Maxwell), the widow of Edward Hacking, barrister, 

in Brisbane on 20 November 1872, Hacking having passed away in August of the 

previous year.17 Before his death, Hacking had extensive connections and business 

interests including several directorships and it is reasonable to assume that his widow was 

comfortably well off when she married Lyons. Lyons’ change of status does not however 

appear to have moderated his passion for mining opportunities.18 

 

Enoggera Goldfield (1866 – 1871) 

One of Lyons’ more concerted forays into Queensland mining was to take place rather 

closer to home and only a few kilometres northwest of Brisbane. Gold in small quantities 

had been discovered during construction of the new reservoir on Enoggera Creek in late 

1864, a mere 10 kilometres from town. Of the discovery, the newspapers commented 

cautiously:  

Gold in small quantities has been found in the creek, in the crevices of the iron-

stone and slate reefs - and the men employ their “after” hours in prospecting and 

washing out dishes of the dirt. From the information we received, and from the 

opinions formed by persons experienced in such matters, we do not think that gold-

digging will pay as yet there. We merely refer to the fact as one of interest, it being 

a proof that gold is to be found near to Brisbane, and that statements which have 

from time to time been made in this journal as to its existence have been well 

founded. Several very nice samples have been shown to us as having been procured; 

but the nature of the locality would require the expenditure of a large amount of 

money before, even if better prospects were found, it could be pronounced a 

remunerative gold-field.19 

 

Numerous attempts were made during the second half of the 1860s to find 

something of worth in the headwaters of Enoggera Creek, but most met with failure, and 

most operations appear to have provided the miners with little more than subsistence 

wages. One independent survey was amusingly described as having produced little more 

than ‘homeopathic quantities’ of gold.20 Lyons’ interest was piqued at an early juncture 

and he purchased a sample of the gold which ultimately found its way into displays at the 

Intercolonial and Paris Exhibitions.21 Several years later it became apparent that Lyons’ 
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degree of interest in the field had perhaps been more substantial than this exhibitionist 

gesture might have suggested for it seems he had developed a somewhat deeper 

involvement with the Enoggera site at the end of the 1860s. In an article bemoaning the 

general state of the colonial economy at that time, a correspondent of The Brisbane 

Courier at the start of May 1871 commented: 

For the last eighteen months some gentlemen, of whom Mr Maurice Lyons, 

solicitor, is the moving spirit, have been contributing to the expenses of a working 

party, prospecting the country about the head of Enoggera and Fisherman Creeks. 

Nearly £700, including labor, the largest share of the cash expenditure having been 

met by Mr. Lyons, has been spent in that way. Briefly, the result has been the 

discovery of several quartz reefs, some of which have been proved to be gold-

bearing. The stone from the reef most worked was some time ago submitted to Mr. 

Daintree, who spoke very favorably of it, and said that whether it could be obtained 

in quantity was the only question about which the discoverers need feel anxious. 

Since then the reef has been followed and found to be eight feet thick and several 

reefs apparently of similar quality have been found in the immediate neighborhood. 

Four or five parcels of stone have been sent to Sydney for assay. One of the parcels 

weighed a ton and a half, and the returns from the Mint, which have been shown to 

us, range from four ounces to twelve pennyweights per ton, the average being over 

one and a half ounce to the ton. Some stone taken from a reef about half a mile from 

the one alluded to has also been assayed, and has yielded gold. So satisfied is Mr 

Lyons that the reefs are payable, that he has, after a good deal of trouble and much 

delay, during which work was suspended, obtained from the Government a lease 

on very liberal terms of a large area. The ground is within the Enoggera Waterworks 

Reservoir, and therefore not many miles from Brisbane. Should the prospects 

continue as encouraging as at present, Mr Lyons will erect machinery on the 

ground.22 

 

The manager of Lyons’ operation at the time was Alexander Macpherson, who was 

to get seriously lost in the bush towards the end of that month, and came close to perishing 

after several days.23 A report in the middle of the year suggests that Lyons had actually 

been involved in operations at Enoggera for closer to two years.24 The lease mentioned 

in the May report was indeed over quite a large area (100 acres) for a period of 21 years.25 

Several of his co-venturers had withdrawn their support and the report suggests that Lyons 

alone was supporting the operation. Fresh financial support was in rather short supply, 

Lyons having approached ‘several influential gentlemen’ with regard to ‘the advisability 

of forming a company, but the proposition was received with so much coolness that he 

abandoned it.’24 

 

The Enoggera Gold Mining Company (1872 – 1875) 

Almost a year later, it appears that Lyons had finally mustered sufficient support to 

consider floating a company. The prospectus for The Enoggera Gold Mining Company 

(Limited) was published in The Brisbane Courier on 15 March 1872 with capital of 

‘£10,000, in One Pound Shares, 5,000 shares being offered to the public at 5s. per share 

on application, and 2s 6d. on allotment’.26 A veritable ‘Who’s Who’ of Brisbane society 

formed the provisional directorate; Lyons himself, Charles Lilley and William Hemmant, 
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both members of the Legislative Assembly, George Harris, a member of the Legislative 

Council, and Armand Ranniger, the German Consul. The prospectus estimated previous 

expenditure (mostly by Lyons) at about £1,000 and advised that there was sufficient 

encouragement to warrant acquiring ‘quartz crushing machinery’. To that end, a ‘small 

machine of three stampers’ had been recently purchased from Messrs. P. N. Russell and 

Co., of Brisbane and Sydney, and was in transit from Brisbane to the mine. It appears that 

analyses had been carried out and gold was certainly present. A number of crushings had 

yielded between 5 dwt and 4 oz 1 dwt to the ton of ore, while silver was also present in 

comparable or slightly greater amounts. Henry Davis, formerly employed by the 

Britannia Quartz Crushing and Mining Company (Gympie) and heavily recommended by 

Dyson Aplin, Secretary to the Queensland Gold Commission, assessed the prospects of 

the property. In a letter to Lyons in support of the prospectus he reported: 

I visited the land at Enoggera leased by you from the Government for gold mining, 

yesterday. Shaft No. 1 has been sunk about 50 feet by your miners. It follows the 

reef down. I examined the quartz which came from the shaft, and find it gold-

bearing, containing a great proportion of iron pyrites. I followed the line of reef 

from the shaft, in a southerly direction. I found in one place decomposed slate, full 

of pyrites, forming the foot wall of the reef. I have frequently seen such slate, under 

similar circumstances, carrying a rich deposit of gold, and I am strongly impressed 

with the belief that you will find similar rich deposits in some parts of this reef. I 

found the reef exposed by cuttings in several places along the surface, the width 

varying from about four feet to one and a half feet, and in all cases charged with 

iron pyrites. After examining here I went up the gully, and about two chains from 

No. 1 shaft I came to a likely looking reef running parallel with the other, which 

does not appear to have been prospected. I then examined a third reef, which takes 

its course in and along the side of the gully, running N.E. and S.W. This reef is as 

well defined as any I have ever seen, being distinctly visible on the surface for about 

eight chains, varying from two to four and a half feet wide. The quartz here is of a 

whitish appearance, with blue veins running through it containing iron pyrites and 

arsenical pyrites. I have seen such reefs payable, yielding gold of a very fine quality 

and very regularly.26 

 

The description of the last lode visited suggests that this is the very distinctive 

Mountain Rise lode which can still be traced over some distance through the property and 

eastwards up to, and across, the Mt Glorious Road. The prospectus, typically for the 

period, casts a particularly rosy hue over the future and suggested that ‘when payable gold 

is struck the value of the property will be immense, because of the large area of land 

belonging to the Company, and the number of likely reefs’. A ten-fold increase in the 

value of the shares was predicted. 26 

  The share list for Lyons’ company was originally scheduled to close on 10 April 

but the tardy responses (or more likely grave reservations) of the investment community 

forced this to be postponed to a week later on which date a meeting of shareholders had 

been called.27 The Brisbane Courier’s report of the meeting details the lack of success 

that the company had achieved with its float: of the 5,000 shares offered to the public, 

only 1,400 had been taken up and only 1200 of those had been paid for.28 The prospectus 
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was withdrawn, any monies paid were returned to the intending shareholders and the 

adventurers proposed henceforth to operate the mine privately.29  

The following months saw a trickle of gold from several new discoveries in the 

vicinity of Lyons’ and Harris’ ground, the latter having become involved late in the 

proposal to float the company.30 Lyons and Harris took up holdings in the ground of a 

nearby prospector, James Perry, and despite the failure of the public company the 

operation did appear to be making some progress. Henry Davis had been appointed 

manager of the operation and his report of 5 October 1872 was quoted at length in The 

Queenslander:  

Sir, —I have got the machine completed, and it has been ready for work some time. 

Since I have had the machine ready I have got some of the men sinking a shaft on 

Macpherson’s reef about sixty yards down the creek from the machine. The depth 

at present is 22 feet, 12 feet perpendicular and 10 feet on the underlay following the 

reef. This reef is full of mundic and iron pyrites; at the bottom of the shaft the 

mundic and pyrites is confined into a vein about an inch thick, running through the 

middle of the quartz; and I hope this mundic and pyrites will soon disappear, then I 

shall be in hopes of coming on payable gold, such I have seen in similar quartz. I 

am driving a tunnel in upon the same reef, the length of which is 26 feet. In this 

tunnel, 15 feet in from the shaft, I have opened a cross tunnel facing the hill, and in 

this I have seen visible gold in the quartz. I shall not be long before I get a crushing 

out of this tunnel. I have sunk on Reed’s reef, which is running parallel with this 

about 60 feet apart, and it is about 4 feet thick. This shaft is stopped at present for 

want of powder. About two hundred yards north-east from this, running parallel, I 

have opened on Rossiter’s reef in four different places, as follows:—Shaft No. 1, 6 

feet long, 5 feet deep ; quartz 4 feet 6 inches thick. Shaft No. 2, 8 feet long, 5 feet 

6 inches deep; quartz 12 feet thick. Shaft No. 3, 6 feet long, 3 feet deep; width of 

quartz unknown. I have trenched 9 feet-across without finding the other wall. Shaft 

No. 4, 6 feet, long, 4 feet deep, I have trenched 7 feet across without finding the 

other wall. The reason I have sunk   on this reef in four different places is that quartz 

of this quality is always patchy, and when I get powder to blast, I shall be able to 

judge which of the shafts carry the best quartz to sink upon. About 250 yards from 

this, running parallel, I have opened M’lvor’s reef, which is also stopped for want 

of powder. I have sunk two shafts on this reef: Shaft No. 1, 6 feet long, 9 feet deep; 

quartz 6 feet thick. Shaft No. 2, 6 feet long, 4 feet deep; quartz 8 feet thick. The 

reason I have sunk in two different places on this reef is that the range lies very 

steep, so that a perpendicular shaft about a depth of 230 feet from No. 1 would be 

on the same level with No. 2. So in less than a fortnight after I get powder, I shall 

prove this reef to the depth of 230 feet. I am engaged myself today on Lyons’ reef, 

from which I have washed some fine gold out of the casing. I shall be able to let 

you know more about it in the course of a week.31 

 

 A visit by a journalist from The Brisbane Courier later that month adds a little more 

to the scene and hints at the displeasure felt by many, that Lyons’ and Harris’ lease was 

so big: 

After reaching the scrub, we turn off at the first track to the right, and in some three 

hundred yards arrive at the quartz crushing machine which Mr. Lyons, the pioneer 

of gold-mining in this district, erected for the purpose of extracting the gold from 

the stone in his leasehold. Many of the miners grumble at his having been allowed 
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a hundred acres of land, whilst “a poor man has only a few feet,” but it must be 

remembered that Mr. Lyons invested capital at Enoggera at a time when his 

enterprise, and the idea that there could be a gold-field there, were alike ridiculed. 

I do not know the gentleman, even by sight, but from what I before heard and have 

now seen, I cannot do less than take his part against those who have come late on 

the Enoggera gold field. The machine has only three stampers, and is driven by 

horse power. I never saw a more compact and complete arrangement in miniature. 

Figuratively speaking, a sheet would cover the whole of it. There being no one about 

the place, I took the liberty of turning on the water and, so far as I could judge, the 

pitch of the tables is as near perfection as possible. Underneath the machine there 

is a tunnel into a reef, and about the place were large quantities of very dark stone, 

not much different in appearance from that with which a portion of the streets of 

Brisbane have been metalled.32 

 

Newspaper reports in early 1873 highlighted the discovery of several other reefs in 

the district; Homeward Bound and Dose’s among them, although the reports are not clear 

enough to readily locate the reefs or claims on the ground today. It was also around this 

time that the main reef in the area became known as the Perseverance Reef. While there 

was a hive of activity in the immediate area, there was little mention made of Lyons’ 

operation and for the most part it appears that operations were often suspended.33 Despite 

the presence of Lyons’ quartz crushing machine in the area, other parties sent test parcels 

of their ore elsewhere for treatment. By March 1874, Lyons’ flirtation with the Enoggera 

goldfield was clearly coming to an end. Tenders were invited for the purchase of the 

battery, an amount of quicksilver (100 lbs) and tools.34 In January 1875, a report in The 

Brisbane Courier noted simply that there was no machinery on the field.35 Lyons’ 

perseverance hadn’t been rewarded. It was time to move on to new fields and other metals. 

The mid-1870s was a quiet period for the Enoggera goldfield, with many men 

leaving the area for the Charters Towers and Palmer districts. However, the late 1870s, 

early 1880s and early 1890s saw activity in the area sporadically resumed with the 

attempted float of the Homeward-Bound Gold Mining Company and the formation of the 

Perseverance Gold Mining Company amongst others. Grandiose plans were drawn up to 

treat the ore from time to time but the proposals usually came to naught. In 1892 the 

Enoggera Gold Mining Company was successfully floated (with different directors) but 

this had no connection with Lyons’ earlier company.36 The company appears to have 

staggered on in various guises until the last operating company on the field was wound 

up by the bailiff in1899.37 

 

Stanthorpe tin 1872 

Having failed to make money out of copper at Maxford and lead at Coosenors, and with 

gold at Enoggera looking less than rewarding, Lyons had also turned his attention to the 

newly discovered tin field around Spring Creek in the Quart Pot district, otherwise known 

as Stanthorpe. In August 1872, together with other proprietors, Lyons endeavoured to 

float the Glen Lyon Tin Mining Co. Ltd with a capital of £20,000, as 40,000 shares of 

10s, a rather more modest effort than some of his previous ventures.38 The proprietors 

had pulled together a parcel of holdings totalling 504 acres of potential alluvial ground 

extending some 50 chains along Spring Creek. Several of the proprietors, Watt, Stuart 



Maurice Lyons, a Queensland mining entrepreneur: the early years 

 

 

138 

 

and Smith, were Sydney men while Lyons and Weinholt were Queenslanders, the last 

from Jondaryan on the Darling Downs and a Queensland M.L.A. at the time.39 C. D’Oyly 

H. Aplin, then Government Geologist, had previously reported on part of the property for 

the Sydney proprietors in encouraging terms: 

The depth of sinking will probably be about six to eight feet, and although no shaft 

has yet been bottomed in it, owing to the excessive quantity of water, still, in the 

upper portion of the drift that was reached, the dirt prospected six to eight ounces 

to the dish.  

     Judging from the character of this wash dirt, as developed by the working of Mr. 

Horwitz’s lower selection on the same creek, its thickness here will probably be 

about the same-viz., from two to three feet; and as it will be certain to be richer 

nearer the bottom, the whole richness will be likely to average from 1 to 2 lbs. to 

the dish. I have seen prospects of more than 2 lbs. to the dish taken by Greer from 

a waterhole on the ground. 

     This selection is very favourable for mining at all seasons, Spring Creek being a 

comparatively short tributary of the Broadwater or Severn, and mining there is not 

so liable to interruption by floods as on the main water- courses. In my opinion the 

property is a valuable one, and considering that the original prospector of Spring 

Creek took it up at the first to retain an interest for himself and mate, it may be 

presumed that the selection is in no way inferior or second-rate.38 

 

For good measure, the proprietors also elicited a report from John de Poix Tyrell, 

described in the prospectus as a ‘legal manager of mines at Stanthorpe’. Tyrell’s report 

reinforced Aplin’s general view of the prospectivity and also made mention of a reef 

which crossed the claim which had ‘the appearance of being gold-bearing’. Despite the 

promise of good alluvial tin and an auriferous sweetener, the project sadly went the way 

of Lyons’ previous ventures. Barely three weeks after the float was announced, The 

Brisbane Courier of 14 September 1872, tersely reported that, ‘we understand that the 

prospectus of the Glen Lyon Tin Mining Company has been withdrawn from the 

market’40 

 

Conclusions 

Lyons typified much of the entrepreneurial enthusiasm displayed by the colonial business 

community of Brisbane, but sadly his efforts appear to have been characterised more by 

bad luck than sound judgement. Despite his excellent legal, political and financial 

connections in the fledgling colony, Lyons, it seems, was no more assured of success than 

the early, lone-prospector armed only with a gold pan and a keen eye for a mineralised 

outcrop and a convincing line of argument, perhaps even less so. It’s even tempting to 

consider that Lyons’ commercial judgment may have been sorely misled more than once 

by the inflated interpretations of the original discoverer. From today’s perspective it’s 

also hard to decide whether Lyons felt he was genuinely offering his friends and business 

contacts an opportunity to share in the mineral riches of the state or, as the cynic might 

suggest, whether he was simply taking advantage of their enthusiasm. 
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Units 

1 inch = 25.4 mm, 1 foot = 0.3048 m, 1 yard = 0.9144 m, 1 chain = 20.1168 m, 1 mile = 1.609 km, 1 acre 

= 0.4047 hectares. 

1 troy oz (the standard measure of gold and silver) = 20 dwt = 31.10348 g; 1 dwt = 1.555 g. 

 

Pre-decimal currency 

£1 (pound) = 20s (shillings) and 1 shilling = 12d (pence) 
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