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n the first years of the gold rush in Victoria, Australia, the discovery of large gold 

nuggets excited the imaginations of would-be diggers, perhaps even more than the 

wonderful yields of finer gold. It is probable that many people made the decision to 

travel to the Victorian diggings after reading newspaper accounts of individuals who 

became fabulously wealthy with a single stroke of the pick. Three discoveries in Canadian 

Gully, Ballarat, had a particular impact in early 1853, but were later eclipsed in public 

memory by several larger nugget finds including the Blanche Barkly (1857), the Welcome 

(1858) and the Welcome Stranger (1859). 

The first mention of a gold nugget (‘as it is called on the creek’) appeared in British 

newspapers in October 1851, when a 13-ounce find in late June was reported from the 

Bathurst district of New South Wales.1 Such finds were soon to be overtaken by 

discoveries in Victoria, so that a list compiled in 1912 by the Geological Survey of 

Victoria recorded 1,327 nuggets of 20 ounces or more up to that date with the largest, the 

Welcome Stranger, containing 2,284 ounces of gold. 2 The compiler of that list estimated 

that less than half of the nuggets found were recorded, as it had been more prudent for a 

digger to conceal a find than to publish it. 

Three of the largest twelve nuggets in the Geological Survey’s list were found in 

Canadian Gully, Ballarat, in late January 1853. These were No 6, the ‘Canadian’ (1,619 

oz gross including quartz, 1,319 oz of contained gold), No 8, the ‘Sarah Sands’ (1,117 oz 

gross) and No 11, an unnamed nugget (1,012 oz gross). At the time of discovery, the 

Canadian nugget was reputed to be the largest ever found. 

This paper describes the circumstances of the Canadian Gully finds and the people 

involved. As news of the finds was promulgated within the colony, it led to a renewed 

“rush” to the Canadian Gully and to Ballarat. The nugget discoveries also gained attention 

in Britain but any effect on emigration patterns from Britain cannot be separated from the 

more general influences, both push and pull, prevailing in the early 1850s.  

 

Background 

The Wathaurong people, the traditional owners of the land around Ballarat, had 

lived undisturbed in the area near Melbourne, Geelong and the Bellarine Peninsula for at 

least 25,000 years, possibly much longer. Matthew Flinders met several Wathaurong 

people when he camped at Indented Head and climbed the You Yangs in May 1802, and 

the Wathaurong had occasional encounters with white people after 1802. Most famously, 

escaped convict William Buckley lived with them for 32 years from 1803. A tent town 

sprang up at Corio Bay, now Geelong, in 1835. Grazing runs were established around 

Ballarat from 1838, and by 1841 a cluster of huts had appeared beside Mount Buninyong. 

These were permanent homes for sawyers and splitters who worked to clear the timber 
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for sheep and cattle grazing, and the people of the district looked forward to steady 

pastoral growth and prosperity. Still, there was ongoing conflict with the traditional 

owners of the land, with two Wathaurong men and a bullock driver killed in a drunken 

skirmish at a public house in November 1847.3  

Gold was found in June 1851 near Clunes by James William Esmond, an Irishman 

who had driven a mail coach between Buninyong and the Horsham area before going to 

California in 1849. Thomas Hiscock, a blacksmith from Berkshire, England, spent some 

time searching around the Buninyong area, finally discovering a gold-bearing reef in 

August 1851. Then the elderly John Dunlop and his young mate James Regan found 

shallow gold at Golden Point, Ballarat in late August 1851.  

The rich Canadian Lead (pronounced ‘leed’) was the first to be discovered of 

Ballarat’s famous deep leads or buried riverbeds, which contained alluvial and eluvial 

gold. It ran east-west beneath Canadian Gully, just inside the southern boundary of what 

is now the Sovereign Hill outdoor museum. It then turned north from the junction of what 

are now Elsworth Street and Main Road and ran beside Main Road. (Fig. 1). 

 

Canadian Gully 

A man known as Canadian Swift gave his name to the Ballarat gully where coarse, 

nuggetty gold was first found on the surface on 20 September 1851.4 By October 1851 

there were 3,000 men on the flats and in the gullies of Ballarat, but the cost of licences 

was high, and the deeper alluvium proved to be wet and difficult to sink through. Many 

of the diggers (who were not yet miners) found their enthusiasm waning, and they joined 

the drift away from Ballarat. In February 1852 the authorities issued 12,055 licenses at 

Mt. Alexander and only 323 at Ballarat.5 The few diggers who had remained followed the 

gold deeper, away from the hillside, some learning by trial and error how to timber shafts 

through the wet alluvial wash and running sands. Yields were good if unspectacular.  

Then in March 1852, David Ham's party sunk the first hole in Canadian Gully and 

found the first nugget there before the autumn rains drove the diggers up the gullies to 

drier ground, flooding the holes on the flat.6 Work began again in July 1852, and in 

September one party found three nuggets weighing 102 oz, 19 oz, and 18 oz., all within 

six inches (15 cm) of the surface. A rush ensued, and within two days there were 70 tents 

pitched in Canadian gully; initially, every digger was successful.7 

 

The Discoverers 

Among those who joined the rush to Canadian Gully in late 1852 were John and Daniel 

Evans, John Lees, and William Poulton Green. John and Daniel were cousins from 

Oldham in Lancashire, where they had both worked as coal miners, 45 year old Daniel 

being a shaft sinker.8 They had sailed out from Liverpool on 2 June 1852, with about 320 

other hopefuls, on the Lady Head.9 At the Ovens diggings, they had met up with John 

Lees, who was also from Oldham, and they became close friends. Back in Melbourne 

they teamed up with William Poulton Green, a new arrival who was down on his luck, 

formerly a railway clerk at Wolverhampton.10 Green had come out on the first voyage of 

the Great Britain as a second cabin passenger.11 
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Figure 1: Map of part of the Ballarat Gold Field showing the Canadian Lead and the 

discovery site of the Canadian Nugget. 

    Source: Department of Mines Victoria plan x-518/G/33 (undated).   
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Another group of four had been mining together since February 1852. William John 

Gough, his 18-year-old son Thomas George Gough, John Sully and John Bristow had 

agreed on a formula to share expenses and profits, and had already divided up their gold 

finds several times on that basis. The elder Gough, Sully and Bristow were brothers-in-

law, having married the Collings sisters from Aylesbury.12 Bristow, a publican in 

Buckingham and Bicester, had left for Australia in 1848 with his wife Jane and family, 

under a financial cloud.13 Gough left in March 1852, arriving in August, and Sully 

(misreported as Sulley) was already in Australia, having married Emma Collings in 

Melbourne in 1850.14   

In December they divided up gold, with Bristow and Sully getting 20 ounces each, 

and the Goughs, who were providing tools and stores, getting 80 ounces. William Gough 

had nearly completed a hole about 25 feet deep when he became ill, and in the first week 

of January the others agreed he should return to Geelong. He left, expecting that he and 

his son would get two-thirds of any gold won by the party. 

T.G. Gough, Sully and Bristow found their first large nugget on 20 January, their second 

two days later, but they kept the discoveries quiet for three weeks. It was the Evans, Lees 

and Green party that found the largest nugget, on 31 January, and their find was the first 

to be announced to the public. 

 

The Canadian Nugget  

On November 17th, 1852, John and Daniel Evans, John Lees, and William Poulton Green 

caught a steamboat from Melbourne to Geelong. They then walked the 65 miles through 

the bush to Ballarat, arriving on November 20th. Daniel Evans would later recall: 

We had hard work here to get food. We couldn't obtain any for love or money. We 

had no flour or damper, no salt; and for two days we lived only on what we shot, 

and very awkward it was to cook it too.15  

 

During December they worked abandoned holes up to 50 feet deep, driving along 

the strata and robbing pillars, winning 11 pounds of gold in one week. Daniel Evans then 

found a promising location in Canadian Gully where they began two shafts, each 37 

inches in diameter. The precision of this reported measurement reflects the Evans men’s 

experience as miners; they sunk the first shaft while Green and Lees hauled and carried. 

Daniel reported that they worked night and day; in a few days they got down 50 feet and 

got ‘8 lb or 9 lb of gold’ before selling the claim for a good offer.16 

The other shaft was troublesome, as the water rose at 20 feet, but they got more 

timber, cut and cased the shaft, and then bailed out the water, and soon came upon the 

clay and gold; the party cut and split red gum planks in the bush to line the last 20 feet of 

the shaft. Other miners commented that their success came from being experienced coal 

miners, who knew how to shore up difficult ground. 

At about 66 feet they hit bedrock and began to drive a horizontal tunnel 30 inches 

high and 36 inches wide.  They began to find small nuggets. Then at about 5 pm on 31 

January 1853, John Evans found the Canadian nugget. Daniel wrote: 
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I went and called Lees, and took him away from all the tents, and told him Jack had 

found a big nugget, and we must keep it dark. So I got an old sack, and sent it down 

the hole, and Jack soon sent up the gold; I slung it over my shoulder, and walked 

quiet-like through all the diggers till I came to our tent, and then I threw it down 

outside on the dirt heap, and went inside to consider what was best to be done.17 

 

The Evans men slung the nugget from the middle of a pole and three policemen 

escorted them from Canadian Gully to the Commissioners tent. Next morning, they 

washed the nugget and weighed it on potato scales. The nugget, shaped like a leg of 

mutton and about eighteen inches long, weighed 134 troy pounds, 8 ounces.  Illustrations 

of the three nuggets, the subject of this paper, appeared in a Geelong newspaper in 

October 1853 (Figs. 2,3,4).18 

Lees and Green had remained at the claim to guard it. The Evans men sent word 

back to sell the hole for at least £300. A group of miners from Lancashire offered that 

amount if Lees and Green would allow them to make a trial of the claim first, so one of 

them climbed down into the hole and began passing up earth. In the second basket, Lees 

discovered a nugget that weighed 76 oz., and the Lancashire miners closed the deal on 

the claim immediately. 

 

An armed escort took the nugget to Melbourne. The four men returned to Geelong 

and caught the steamboat back to Melbourne. During the short journey they were offered 

£5 per ounce for the nugget, but the offer was refused.19 The nugget was viewed in 

Melbourne by Lieutenant Governor LaTrobe and his wife, the Bishop of Melbourne, 

government dignitaries and merchants.20 The owners then packed it for transport with 

their other gold and left with it on the screw steamer Sarah Sands on 10 February. After 

a long voyage, they landed at Plymouth and lodged the nugget at the Bank of England for 

safe keeping.  

Figure 2. Drawing of the Canadian Nugget from Canadian Gully, Ballarat. 

 
Source: Geelong Advertiser and Intelligencer, 11 October 1853, p. 6. 
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The Sarah Sands Nugget  

T.G. Gough, Sully and Bristow found their first nugget (1,117 oz.) on January 20th and 

the second (1,012 oz.) on January 22nd;21 the larger later became known as the Sarah 

Sands nugget. The men continued working for another two weeks, and found another 100 

oz. of gold, before selling their claim for 80 Guineas (£84). After some concern about 

security, on 16 February they exhibited the nuggets in the Geelong Masonic Hall, where 

they raised £24/10/- for the Geelong Infirmary.22 

 
It is unclear how the larger nugget came to be named the Sarah Sands in Australia, 

as it did not travel on that ship; there seems to have been confusion between it and the 

Canadian Nugget. This has resulted in the names being exchanged in some later reports, 

sometimes with the two or three nuggets being conflated as a single discovery. The only 

references to ‘the Sarah Sands nugget’ in English papers came a decade or more later, 

and all quoted the weight of the Canadian Nugget, so they clearly meant the nugget that 

arrived on the Sarah Sands. 
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Newspaper Reports 

On February 3, 1853, a Geelong newspaper made the first report of a nugget discovery in 

Canadian Gully, (on 31 January), with the headline ‘Largest Mass of Gold in the 

World!!’23 Initially described as the Geelong Nugget and later as the Canadian Nugget, 

number 6 on the Geological Survey list was indeed the largest nugget ever recorded up 

to that time.  

The Canadian nugget was a newspaper sensation in Victoria and around the world. 

It was ‘…a mass of gold weighing upwards of one hundred and twenty pounds weight. 

The gold is in one unbroken, rounded mass, very slightly veined with quartz.….’  The 

same Geelong newspaper reported two days later that the news: 

…spread like wild fire [sic] through the city yesterday morning, and to our certain 

knowledge, upwards of sixty parties duly equipped started before noon for the spot 

where spades had turned up trumps.24  

 

Over the next week details of the discovery and the discoverers were published and 

copied by newspapers across Australia. A Melbourne paper observed:  

On horseback you can go to Geelong from Ballarat with ease in six hours. Before 

the news of the Nugget, they were coming up rapidly, but the rush now is 

immense.25  

The Geelong Advertiser observed that:  

The monstrous nugget lately found in this district has created an amount of 

excitement not equalled even by the first discovery of glorious Golden Point, at 

Ballarat. Hundreds, yea thousands of diggers are crowding to the locality, and the 

diggings in the Ballarat district will again eclipse every other gold district in the 

colony.26 

 

The excitement was multiplied on 8 February when the other two massive nuggets 

from Canadian Gully were reported (Figs 3 and 4). These are numbers 8 and 11 on the 

Geological Survey list.27  

The Geelong Advertiser enthused about the nuggets: 

Description would only lead to erroneous conception of the beautiful appearance of 

these masses of gold, jutting from the quartz in huge pieces of every shape, and 

interlacing its matrix by beautiful threadwork of veiny, massive gold. One of the 

pieces is so heavy that we are of the opinion that the interior must be massive gold 

in its entirety. The other piece is gorgeous and can only be compared to a segment 

of an old Cathedral richly lit up by a setting sun. It is angular, gold tipped, and 

permeated throughout its whole surface with occasional juttings of extraordinary 

masses, clustering like grapes on a vine.28Thus, the immediate effect of the 

Canadian Gully discoveries in Victoria was a ‘rush’ to that location and surrounding 

areas, reportedly with greater excitement than for the original discovery at Ballarat.  

 

In Britain, the newspapers had been carrying reports of Australian nugget 

discoveries for months, including reports of the John Bull Nugget from Ballarat (573 oz 

gross, No 38 on the Geological Survey list), which was on display in London at the end 

of March.29 The Geelong Advertiser report of the Canadian Nugget reached India on 18 
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April 30, and reached Britain on 21 May, where it was widely reproduced.31 The report of 

the other two nuggets arrived three days later. 

A lengthy report by a Victorian correspondent to the Albion newspaper, published 

in Liverpool in early June, stated: 

A complete rush took place from the neighbouring districts, and the rate of carriage 

went up £2 per ton instanter. The intelligence of these unparalleled events created 

great excitement here, and they are expected to create still greater in the mother 

country.32 

 

The Aftermath 

In early June the four finders of the Canadian nugget travelled from Plymouth by express 

train, lodging the nugget in the Bullion Office of the Bank of England for safe keeping. 

33  The nugget then went on public display; one of the first displays, in July 1853, was at 

Wyld's Great Globe in London's Leicester Square.  

Wyld’s Globe had been designed for the Crystal Palace Exhibition of 1851; the 

mapping of the Globe was done internally, at a ‘certain scale of inches to the hundred 

miles’.34 The rivers, lakes, seas, and oceans were shown by indentations of the surface, 

while the islands, continents and mountains stood out in relief according to their elevation 

above the sea. Galleries inside the Globe enabled the visitor to walk from the Atlantic to 

the Pacific, from America to Europe in a few minutes, and get a good idea of the 

comparative height of mountains and length and breadth of rivers, the size of lakes and 

seas, and the magnitude of oceans.35  

The discoverers were granted an audience in August with Queen Victoria and 

Prince Albert, also exhibiting the nugget privately to various noblemen.36  They 

eventually sold the Canadian nugget to the Bank of England in July for £5,532 and it was 

melted down yielding 1319 ounces (41 kg) of pure gold.37  

  John Lees settled back in Glodwick, Oldham where he married in 1854. He used 

his share of the proceeds to build some houses known as the Ballarat Buildings in what 

was to become Nugget Street, but tiring of his life in England, Lees returned to the 

Victorian gold fields in August 1856 to try his luck again. This second attempt at 

prospecting bought little return and most of his letters home describe the persistent 

hardships and disappointments before he returned to England in July 1863. John Lees 

died in 1899. His son Charles became an eminent Professor of Physics at Imperial 

College, London. In the 1970s, when cleaning his mother’s loft, his great grandson David 

Lees discovered the series of letters that John had written home; the sale of the letters to 

the Latrobe Library in Melbourne enabled him to set up a successful business.38 

William Poulton Green hosted the displays in Wyld’s Great Globe where he 

described the finding of the nugget to visitors. He married and ran a hotel in Torquay, 

later moved to Congleton in Cheshire and died in 1891.  

In August 1854 Daniel Evans displayed a model of the Canadian Nugget at the 

Lyceum exhibition in Manchester. The model showed both the quartz, and the gold that 

had been so visible in the specimen, picked out in rich gilt.  

The experience of the other party of finders was not as happy. After the nuggets had 

been put on public display, Bristow and Sully lodged them in a Geelong bank, refusing 
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to divide their finds with the Goughs as previously agreed. The Goughs obtained an 

injunction and began what became known as the Geelong Nuggets case. The argument 

for Bristow and Sully was that Bristow had sunk half of the discovery shaft, that William 

Gough had let his licence expire on 31 December, and that the partnership had ceased to 

exist. In early April the Supreme Court called for fresh affidavits to be submitted. It is not 

clear whether this was done, or whether a private settlement was reached.39 

The nuggets were sent to England. The Melbourne Banner reported:  

The ‘Bristow and Gough’ nuggets shared the same fate in London as the previous 

monster lumps. They were smashed up and melted down, netting to the finders 

something under £9,000. They would positively have fetched far more, had they 

been sold by auction in Geelong; so much for the Goths of the English Metropolis.40 

 

John Bristow had left substantial debts in Buckingham, and as soon as the nuggets 

were found, he wrote home to advertise to his creditors that he would repay them.41  

William John Gough, who was 43 years old when the nugget was found, remained in 

Geelong, where he ran a store and later kept Gough’s Eureka hotel, also being a director 

of mining companies. 42 He died in 1876, leaving a comfortable estate of just under 

£1,000.43  His son Thomas George Gough progressed from being a barman in his father’s 

hotel to becoming a company secretary and director, as well as agent for a steam boiler 

equipment and other materials.44  

John Sully purchased the Diggers Rest Hotel near Sunbury in Victoria, which he kept 

until his death in 1883 at the age of 67 years.  He left an estate worth £5,203 to his wife 

and daughter.45 

 

Subsequent History of Canadian Gully 

The discoveries made Canadian Gully the place to be. In the area where the big nuggets 

had been found, the wash yielded about 35 troy pounds (13 kg) of gold to the claim (8 

feet by 8 feet).46 The miners made wooden windlasses out of local timber and greased 

them with mutton fat (Fig. 5); after heavy rain had saturated the ground in May 1853,  

many left for Bendigo and Mount Korong. Then in August 1853, windlasses with iron 

handles became available; these were much easier to use, but the work was still too hard 

for many diggers. The cold, wet weather continued, causing some shafts to collapse, 

although fences protected these dangerous holes until things dried out around Christmas 

1853. To keep a shaft open, three or four men had to work constantly with bailing buckets. 

They made shafts with a double timber lining, and a foot (30 cm) of clay rammed between 

the inner and outer linings kept out some of the water. 

There were many amazing gold yields on the Canadian lead, particularly true at the 

junction with the Prince Regent lead. The Blacksmiths' party worked the junction just 

south of what became Sovereign Hill; they took gold worth £24,000 from a small claim, 

getting about 1 ounce from each bucket of dirt. Miners nearby tunnelled into the claim 

and stole what gold they could, and Europeans worked this claim twice more with 

considerable success. Finally, Chinese miners took it over and found more gold.47 

The total yield at that junction was about one tonne of gold; the miners averaged 

£1,000 to £2,000 per man. They would leave before working out each claim, so that others 
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came in and shared the success. In September 1854 miners found another spectacular 

nugget, the Lady Hotham (1,118 ounces or 35 kg, number 7 on the Geological Survey 

list), at a depth of 135 feet (41 m). More than 100 kg of other nuggets was taken from the 

same hole, for a total value of more than £13,000. The Geelong Advertiser reported: 

This claim had a vast quantity   of water, as have had all those in the neighbourhood: 

but singular to say, while most of the claims around will not pay the expenses of 

sinking, this one has yielded the nugget, and a large quantity of small gold. The 

party has already nuggeted upwards of 200 lbs., and, unless one claim abutting, 

there is hardly an ounce obtainable around. 48 

But this was the last gasp of the Canadian lead, and by 1855 it was being reworked by 

Chinese miners. Later deep quartz mining showed that gold in the reefs below Canadian 

Gully was particularly rich, coarse or nuggetty, and erosion of those reefs had produced 

the coarse gold in the near-surface deposits. 

 

The Impact of the Canadian Gully Discoveries 

The immediate impact of these discoveries in Victoria was a ‘rush’ which, as described 

above, was probably the largest ‘rush’ up to that time, eclipsing even the original ‘rush’ 

to Ballarat in 1851. It is best summarised by Raffaello Carboni who wrote: 

At the latter end of the month, one hundred and seventy seven pounds troy, in two 

superb masses of gold, were discovered at the depth of sixty feet, on the hill 

opposite where I was working. The talk was soon Vulcanish throughout the land. 

Canadian Gully was as rich in lumps as other gold-fields are in dust. Diggers, whom 

the gold fever had rendered stark blind, so as to desert Ballaarat for Mount 

Alexander and Bendigo, now returned as ravens to the old spot; and towards the 

end of February, ‘53, Canadian Gully was in its full glory.49 

 

Figure 5: Sketch of alluvial gold miner on the Ballarat diggings, 26 January 1853. 

Note nature of the vegetation and landscape and improvised windlass. 

 
Source: State Library of Victoria. Sketch by Eugen von Guerard.  
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In reference to the Canadian Gully nuggets, W.E. Adcock wrote: 

These finds of consolidated wealth revived the olden fame of Ballarat, and 

population poured in from all directions.50 

 

This influx of would-be diggers could not be absorbed by the Canadian Gully, and 

they spread out, making discoveries across the greater Ballarat area. As Robert Mitchell 

reported:  

We went to work at the Eureka lead, putting down a shaft. At this time all Ballarat 

was working in Prince Regent and Canadian gullies, where big nuggets were turned 

up every day, but we could not get near the lead.51 

 

The diggers arriving in Ballarat came initially from other Victorian fields, then from 

interstate. A report from New South Wales in mid-March said:  

The sensation produced by the monster nuggets discovered at Ballarat had operated 

against the mines, and had induced hundreds to quit the steady yields for the prolific 

fields of Victoria.52 

 

At the end of July 1853, it was reported in London that Australian emigration had 

peaked in the first three months of 1852, after news of the initial gold discoveries, but the 

rate was now said to be subsiding. Unassisted emigrants in 1852 had included 32,000 

males and fewer than 13,000 females.53 Despite this observation, the newspapers in mid-

1853 were full of advice to emigrants, and 36 vessels were said to be preparing to leave 

Liverpool for Australia.54  

 

Table 1: Quarterly Liverpool departures to Australia in 1853. 

Quarter Ships Tonnage Passengers 

March 19 17,948 7,267 

June 16 15,304 5,740 

September 12 13,433 4,164 

December 12 14,015 3,915 

Total 59 60,700 21,086 
Source: Weekly Chronicle (London), 7 January 1854, p. 19. 

 

Some assessment of emigration rates during 1853 can be made from Table l. Of the 

emigrants, 20,318 were steerage passengers, of whom 10,634 were English, 3,846 Scotch, 

4,064 Irish, and the remaining 1,870 were foreigners. The steady decline in numbers of 

departures during the year does not indicate any immediate surge in emigration following 

the arrival of news of the Canadian Gully nuggets in May. To put the Australian figures 

into perspective, departures from Liverpool in 1853 for the United States, British 

America, and the East Indies were 480 ships, totalling 531,987 tons, and 203,750 

passengers. 55 

In 1854, Liverpool departures to Australia almost doubled to 41,301.56 Allowing 

for the time needed for people to make the decision and to put their affairs in order, this 

may reflect some response to the Canadian Gully nuggets. Although a great wave of 

British emigration began in 1847 and continued up to 1854, a majority went to the USA.57 
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The potato famine of 1847 has been termed the most potent factor which has ever 

influenced the flow of emigration.58 Many studies have analysed the social and economic 

drivers for British emigration; the Australian gold discoveries, though a strong pull factor 

for a short time, were not significant overall. 

Following news of the first gold discoveries, the population growth in Victoria 

peaked in 1852 at about 71,000, before falling to 54,000 in 1853, then recovering to 

62,000 in 1854.59 This includes births and must be compared with gross emigration from 

Britain of about 280,000 in 1853.60 Some part of the increase in Victorian population 

growth of 8,000 persons between 1853 and 1854 may be attributable to the Canadian 

Gully discoveries, but it is not a significant factor. 

In conclusion, we can be sure that people were mobilised within Australia because 

of the Canadian Gully discoveries, and this probably accelerated the prospecting and 

development of the Ballarat goldfield. There is less support for an argument that 

emigration from Britain was boosted by the discoveries, though there may have been a 

small effect in 1854. 
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