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BOOK REVIEWS  
 

Margaret Lindsay Faull, Commemorating Coal Mining Worldwide: International 

museums, heritage centres and sites related to coal mining. BAR International Series 

3076, BAR Publishing, Oxford, 2022. (ISBN 978 1 4073 5812 3 paperback and 978 

140735813 0 e-format).  

  

delightful book to review, reminding me of my wife’s despairing cry of “not 

another beam engine” in response to one of our many visits to mining heritage 

sites. I have omitted the adjective she used in that case, for the sake of sensitive 

ears; it is worth noting here that it was tin mining that caused the marital discord, not coal 

mining.  Her experience of Chatterley Whitfield Mining Museum (included in the book’s 

list) drew from Mary no such negative response, especially the underground experience 

and the knowledge of the former miner who conducted the tour. Technological or 

mechanical interests on my part may be pandered to at times, but social and environmental 

matters are well worthy of their dominant concern in this book.  

Fine and interesting examples of the multiplicity of heritage sites are reviewed, 

covering the diverse instances of the lived experience of many communities across the 

globe, both past and present. Understanding the lives and working conditions of the 

people of those communities, rather than the technology, is more to Mary’s liking, and 

this volume often gives more emphasis to those aspects, especially when focusing on the 

human cost of coal mining, and the litany of pit disasters and other tragedies. A rise in 

fatalities in the North-East English coal mines in the early nineteenth century,  despite the 

adoption of the miner’s safety lamp, was due to pits being driven deeper and into 

previously unattainable areas; a case of unintended consequences of technological change 

which was intended to improve safety. In this instance, the cupidity of mine owners 

overcame the social motivation of the inventors.  

The global coverage of entries in the book reveals differing concerns of societies. 

The UK and Europe are set as the scene of early industrial expansion, and exploitation of 

coal resources as an energy source. Germany seems to have retained a comparatively 

large number of museums and heritage sites, whilst outside Europe China has a large coal 

mining sector, but appears to have little concern with heritage and tourist activity. Coal 

output seems more important there, which may be due to a different set of priorities in a 

rapidly changing society and economy. There is some reflection in the prefatory and 

introductory material that reflects on the importance of the industry and its development. 

The context is well presented for the detailed heritage material which follows; importantly 

it is clearly stated that this is not a history of coal mining. What it does represent is an 

important contribution to allowing people to discover how things were done, and the 

impact they had in the past. 

Coal mining and heritage in Australia and New Zealand are included, with several 

examples, although the social impact on local communities may not be as much of a focal 

point as it is in some of the other examples. Coal getting and exporting appears to have 

been the focus, especially in the more recent era. Production has expanded, especially for 

coal exports in the Australian case, and rising coal imports in the New Zealand case, to 
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meet shortfalls in electricity supply at peak periods. A short description of the Australian 

coal mining operations is given before the museums and heritage sites are discussed on 

pages 17 to 31. The New Zealand discussions, pages 267 to 278, are clear, brief outlines 

of the focus of each site/museum, whether it be geological, technical, social or 

environmental. 

My own most recent interest for research, relating to mining in areas of the Former 

Yugoslavia, was augmented by entries for Bosnia- Herzegovina, Slovenia and Serbia, all 

of which represent countries heavily reliant upon coal as an energy source, including for 

electricity generation. The case of Kosovo, which has fewer examples of museums and 

heritage sites than the other former Yugoslav republics, is not discussed separately. 

Kosovo suffers from the same problems as they do in the sense of critical environmental 

issues, particularly problems of air pollution from old plants and lignite dominant coal 

sources. Lignite has been described as the very worst of fossil fuel as a cause of pollution 

and air quality impacts. 

Coal output generally is still increasing, even if it is frowned on in the older 

industrialised countries, and the outbreak of war in Ukraine in 2022 has seen a push for 

greater use of coal, which will result in more environmental problems. The 2021 UN 

Climate Change Summit, referred to in the book as COP 26, did provide grounds for 

antipathy to coal production, but this has been affected somewhat by the immediate 

impact of war. This may be a temporary effect, but currently it is directly affecting the 

former Yugoslavian states’ energy supply, not least by increasing demand for their 

electricity output from neighbouring countries, to replace curtailed Russian energy 

supplies.  

Expansion of coal output and electricity supply in the region has been encouraged 

and financed by China in the case of Serbia and by American interests in the case of 

Kosovo. Political differences thus add to the environmental problems rather than solving 

them. The costs of mitigating diminishing air quality largely remain in the production 

countries, whilst the benefits of electricity output and profits are often exported. 

Ecologically orientated museums do exist and are to be found in the book, but as with the 

past social costs on labour, and the health of local communities, the immediate negative 

environmental impacts remain largely localised. 

The Concordance section of the book brings together relevant pages covering 

various chosen topics: starting with library and archive references, through to working 

conditions, which includes trade unions and strike activity. This is probably a more useful 

way of pointing the reader to initial reference points than would a standard index. 

The bibliography in the electronic version that I have received for review caused 

some minor difficulty, as at first sight there appeared to be some items missing, with a 

jump from Henrikson, 1966 to Verde, 2020 in the references. The “missing pages” (479-

480) are placed after page 481. This is a minor slip in what is generally a well-written, 

well-produced and presented volume which I greatly enjoyed reading.  
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