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EDITORIAL 
It’s been a busy few months for the 
Executive of the AMHA, who, following 
the sad death of Dr. Kett Kennedy have 
tried to piece together the arrangements 
for the CT2014 International Congress 
and AMHA Conference. Hopefully, most 
bases have been adequately covered, 
though we will never know of course 
what additional surprises Kett had in store 
for the success of the venture.  
 We have a good field of players for 
the business sections, and a diverse range 
of topics that should cater for the tastes of 
most of the audience (see the webpage for 
full details). We also have a smattering of 
overseas presenters, who will help 
provide us with a view of mining history 
overseas that takes in the social and 
cultural veneer that has molded mining 
developments in those countries.  
 You can also enjoy our usual 
convivial social functions, enjoy the 
unique historical character of Charters 
Towers and follow the historical trail 
around Ravenswood where we will be led 
by our intrepid Peter Bell, and hosted by 
local mining companies and personnel. 
 If you’ve been toying with the idea of 
attending, there’s still time to register for 
this, our 20th, and the International 
Congress’s 10th meeting. As they say, you 
have to be in it to win it – or in this case 
to share in a worthwhile experience 
among fellow mining history enthusiasts. 

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 
CT2014 & AMHA Conference, 
Charters Towers 6-11th July 2014 
To register and see programme details 
check in at: 
www.ct2014miningcongress.com 
Just follow the prompts, and pay by using 
your credit card. You’ll not regret it! 
 
21st AMHA Conference, Darwin 21-27 
June 2015 
Planning is already well advanced for our 
Darwin meeting. This will be the first 
time we will have visited the Northern 
Territory. At the moment Darwin is on 
the frontier of oil and gas technology, and 
the developments in that location will 
surprise and amaze those who are not 
familiar with the place, or who haven’t 
visited for a number years. The weather 
in June is superb and should be pleasant 
for the visits we have planned into the 
interior to examine old mining sites that 
will probably include Pine Creek and a 
journey around the Northern Goldfields 
Loop. Darwin is well served by airlines 
and in addition railway buffs will be able 
to take the Ghan from Adelaide. 
Concessionary fares will be negotiated 
for those interested in using that form of 
travel. Seafarers will also enjoy our 
planned yacht trip around the bay – but 
remember to keep your toes out of the 
water, for if the Crocs won’t get you, the 
sharks will. 
 



BITS & PIECES 
Mineralogy 
Nick Williams has drawn the attention of 
members interested in mineralogy to a 
website that shows some of the amazing 
minerals in the collections at TU 
Bergakademie Freiberg. The web pages 
also tell the story of how Dr. Erika Pohl-
Ströher collected the beautiful minerals in 
her collection over a period of more than 
60 years. Happy viewing: 
http://www.terramineralia.de/english/collections/t
he-dr-erika-pohl-stroeher-collection 
 
Reaching the Public 
On the eve of the 116th anniversary of the 
Dudley mine disaster at Newcastle, NSW 
in 1898, member and local historian Ed 
Tonks and Phil Buckner presented the 
story of the disaster based largely on the 
paper by Clive Beauchamp in our mining 
history journal (vol. 6, 2008). The 
wonderful photographs from Ralph 
Snowball richly illustrated and augmented 
the presentation, and by all accounts it 
was a highly successful night. 

A copy of the journal was presented 
to the school to Dudley Public School 
social history teacher on the night. 
 

 
Stevie Adams and Phil Buckner hold the copy of 
the journal presented to the School. 
 
Tom Vallance Medal  
You might remember that the first 
recipient of the prestigious Tom Vallance 
medal was our esteemed member Prof. 
David Branagan. This is the second year 
of the award and for the details of the 
worthy winner we thank John Blockley, 
Editor of the Earth Sciences History 
Group, Email Bulletin, No. 42. 

‘Your Committee is pleased to announce 
that the second award of the Tom 
Vallance Medal is to be made to 
Professor David Oldroyd. Tom 
Vallance's widow, Hilary, has agreed to 
present the medal to David, or his 
representative, during next July's 
Australian Earth Sciences Convention. 
We believe that this arrangement is a very 
fitting one, as her husband acted as a 
mentor to Professor Oldroyd when he first 
arrived in Australia in 1969 and guided 
him to many sources of earth sciences 
history. 

I am indebted to Barry Cooper for the 
information that Professor David 
Oldroyd FAHA BA (Cantab), MA 
(Cantab), MSc (London), PhD (UNSW), 
DLitt (UNSW) has arguably been the 
most prominent historian of geology in 
Australia over the past 30 years. His MSc 
thesis, completed at the University of 
London, was entitled “Geology in New 
Zealand prior to 1900”, thus establishing 
David as an historian of geology in the 
antipodes. David has been based in 
Sydney since his appointment to 
the University of New South Wales in 
1969. Significantly for an Australian 
historian of geology David’s contribution 
moved to become truly international with 
several contributions on the development 
of concepts and ideas in geology. For this 
contribution David has been honoured as 
a Fellow of the Australian Academy of 
the Humanities (FAHA). He is the first 
historian of science to be so honoured. 
Amongst the many professional positions 
that David has held, he has also been 
Secretary-General of the “International 
Commission on the History of Geological 
Sciences” (INHIGEO), Editor of the only 
dedicated history of geology journal 
“Earth Sciences History” and President of 
the “Australasian Association for the 
History, Philosophy, and Social Studies of 
Science”. He is also a rare member of the 
“International Academy of the History of 
Science”. David has also been recognised 
for his contribution to the history of 
geology with the award of the “Sue Tyler 
Friedman Medal” of the “Geological 
Society of London” for his contribution to 



the history of geology in 1994, and in 
1999 by the “History of Geology Award” 
from the “Geological Society of 
America”. As such, we believe that he is 
indeed a worthy recipient of the Tom 
Vallance Medal’. 
 
Heritage Strategy and Consultation 
Member Corrine Unger has alerted those 
with an interest in heritage matters to the 
following important information:  
 
'On 14 April 2014, the Hon Greg Hunt 
MP, Minister for the Environment 
launched a draft Australian Heritage 
Strategy for public consultation. The draft 
Strategy is built around a central vision of 
our natural and cultural heritage being 
valued by all Australians, protected for 
future generations and cared for by the 
community. 

The aim of the Australian Heritage 
Strategy is to provide a framework for 
leadership, partnerships and community 
engagement. It will support the work of 
individuals, organisations, and 
governments by providing a common 
direction for the recognition and 
protection of Australia’s heritage and 
build on the existing management 
arrangements for heritage. 
  You can visit the Department’s 
website to access the draft Australian 
Heritage Strategy at: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/
publications/draft-heritage-strategy 
  All Australians are encouraged to 
participate in public consultation on the 
draft Strategy. In particular the 
Government is seeking comments on the 
proposed actions and relevant priorities 
and identifying strategic partnerships for 
implementation. Public consultation on 
the draft Australian Heritage Strategy is 
now open. The consultation period will 
close on Monday 9 June 2014. Possibly 
late for that folks, though you might like 
to look at the details on the public 
consultation are available from the 
Department’s website: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/
australian-heritage-strategy/getting-
involved 

 Heritage is central to the 
Government’s Plan for a Cleaner 
Environment and is a fundamental pillar 
of the Government’s vision for Australia - 
clean air, clean water, clean land and 
heritage protection. 
Australian Heritage Strategy Team, 
Heritage Branch, Department of the 
Environment, 33 Allara Street, Civic, 
Canberra, ACT 2601 
ausheritagestrategy@environment.gov.au 
 
Ed’s P.S.: This information was received 
pre the May budget! 
 
Good Home Required 
We’ve been approached by Jean Symes to 
find a good home for her late father’s 
engineering books. These date from about 
the 1940’s to 1970’s and some of our 
members might be interested in acquiring 
them. To provide some background, 
Jean’s father Dr Ted Symes!obtained his 
D.Sc in Mining and Electrical 
Engineering in South Africa in 1936 and 
moved to Australia in 1962. Here he 
continued to add to his collection while 
lecturing in Mining Engineering at 
UNSW. He travelled to mining locations 
around Australia such as Mt Isa, 
Kalgoorlie and Mt Lyell to conduct 
electronic testing of cables. Among his 
accomplishments he developed a method 
of detecting broken wires inside a cable 
using electro magnetic fields. He took the 
instrument to such locations as Mt Isa, 
Kalgoorlie and Mt Lyell to test cables. 
However the books in his collection are 
more broadly about electrical and mining 
engineering. He retired in 1975 and died 
in 2003. 
 There are well over 150 books that 
are currently located at the family home 
in Sydney. The house is up for sale. 
Therefore Jean’s attempt to donate them 
to someone who might get some value 
from the collection, rather than having to 
see them end up as landfill. Jean can give 
specific information on the books if 
required. If interested, please contact Jean 
at:  Mobile: 0407-115-089.  
Email: jeansymes@bigpond.com 
 



Good News Section 
Good to see some welcome news on the 
mining front, as reported in the National 
Sources Review of 29 April 2014. This 
was in respect to a recent safety report 
released by the Department of Mines and 
Petroleum (DMP). According to that 
report, analysis of 52 fatal mining 
accidents which occurred in Western 
Australia during 2000 to 2012 showed 
that “In the 13-year period reviewed, the 
mining workforce rapidly increased from 
40000 people to 100000 … Despite this, 
the number of fatalities per year showed a 
downward trend from seven in 2000 to 
zero in 2012, when the State recorded its 
first fatality free year in over a century of 
recorded history.” 

“If we had a 100,000-strong 
workforce back in the 1950s, the average 
number of fatalities per year would have 
been around 200, so we have certainly 
come a long way but our ultimate goal 
moving forward is to become a ‘zero-
harm’ industry.”  

Also reported was that the most 
common reason for a workplace situation 
resulting in a fatality was workplace 
hazards not being identified. In addition, 
accidents occurred when the deceased 
person had been working at a mine site 
for less than a year.  

The most common ‘trigger actions’ 
for a fatal accident were equipment not 
being restrained or isolated and the 
incorrect use of safety harness equipment. 
“Fatigue was another contributing factor 
in the review, with the most common time 
of day for a fatal accident to occur being 
the last two hours of a typical day shift 
when a worker is more likely to lose 
concentration.”  

May the force be with them and lets 
hope the trend towards a safer workplace 
will continue into the future. 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Roger Burt, Raymond Burnley, Michael 
Gill and Alasdair Neill, Mining in 
Cornwall and Devon: Mines and Men, 
University of Exeter Press, 2014, pp. 224,  
£25 in Paperback.  
ISBN: 9780859898898,  

The book, due to published in the near 
future is described as a definitive 
statement of the history of metalliferous 
mining and mineral production in the 
UK’s most important mining area – a 
sentiment that will I know be applauded 
by Cornaphiles such as member Keith 
Johns! 
 The work brings together material 
from a variety of hard-to-find sources on 
the thousands of mines that operated in 
Cornwall and Devon from the late 1790s 
to the present day. It presents information 
on what they produced and when they 
produced it; who the owners and 
managers were and how many men, 
women and children were employed. For 
the mine owners, managers and 
engineers, it also offers a guide to their 
careers inside and outside of the South 
West, in other mining districts across 
Britain and the world and will be an 
invaluable guide for family historians and 
those interested in biographical history 
 The work also provides a guide to 
the sources, their interpretation and how 
they illustrate the long-term development 
and decline of the industry. The 
composite mine-by-mine tables are 
presented on an interactive CD that is 
included free with the book. 
 Those interested in obtaining a copy 
can order on line by entering the 
University of Exeter web at: 
http://www.exeterpress.co.uk/en/Book/615/Minin
g_in_Cornwall_and_Devon.html 
or order through University of Exeter 
Press, Reed hall, Streatham Drive, Exeter, 
EX4 4QR, UK. Tel. +44(0) 1392 263066. 
 
INFORMATION WANTED 
Frank Maybank 
Duncan Money is working on his Phd 
thesis on the history of mining in the 
copperbelt of Zambia, and one of the links 
he’s pursuing is that of the link with the 
Australian mining industry.  

One of they strands of his research is 
associated with the role of one 
particularly influential individual, the 
leader of the European mineworkers' 
union Frank Maybank. Before arriving in 
Zambia (or Northern Rhodesia, as it was 



then), Frank Maybank worked in the 
mining industry in Australia in the 1930s 
and company files note that he was 
president of the Australian Mine Workers' 
Union (period unspecified) and organised 
a delegation to visit the Soviet Union. He 
may also have been a member of the 
Communist Party of Australia at this time. 
Prior to that, Maybank worked in New 
Zealand. 

Does anyone know which union this 
might have been? Duncan understands 
that there was never any organisation 
called the Australian Mine Workers' 
Union but hopes that someone with 
knowledge of labour politics in the 
interwar years may have heard of him.  

Another piece of information is that 
Frank Maybank returned to Australia in 
the mid-1950s and ran a hotel in the Perth 
area for many years, and later a 
workingmen's club. He apparently 
remained in contact with leading 
members of the Australian Labor Party in 
his later years. 
 If you have any information, Duncan 
would be delighted to hear from you at:  
duncan.money@balliol.ox.ac.uk 
 
Mining Artifact 
Member Peter Quinn came across an iron 
artefact that he discovered some years 
ago at the site of the Perseverance GM, 
Donelly’s Creek Goldfield, which was 
operational between January 1868 to 
December 1869 (In that time some 
248ozs od gold were recovered from 
1,010 tons of ore).  
 

 
 
The artefact was a bucket-lifting device 
21 inches long. Peter would like to know 
if anyone has seen an ore bucket/rope 
attachment like the one depicted. 
Blacksmith made, Peter found it 
alongside the rotted remains of a hand 
windlass. He has recently donated it to 

Museum Victoria. Peter can be contacted 
at: pjq44@bigpond.com  
 
Mining Railway Trucks  
Chris Madden is writing an article for the 
Inside Mining magazine, on the history of 
trucks in mining and is seeking 
information. A few of our rail enthusiast 
members have already been in contact, 
but if you can help provide background 
information or have some expertise in that 
field could you contact Chris at: 
PO Box 900, Newport Beach  NSW 2106 
02- 9973 4229; Mobile: 0418 20 30 65. 
Email: krismadden@ecomediagroup.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP &ADMINISTRATION 
Just to remind you that quite a few people 
are still to renew their memberships for 
2014. Folk, it only takes a couple of 
clicks to register via our web page: 
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/R
egister.aspx?ID=11343 
If you can’t remember whether you’ve 
registered, then just email me at: 
mel.davies@uwa.edu.au  
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of the 
AMHA will take place at 11.00am, 
Thursday 10 July, in the World Theatre 
Complex, Charters Towers.  
 Anyone wishing to stand for a 
position should forward their details to 
the Secretary, though nominations can 
also be received from the floor. This also 
applies to those who wish to become 
members of the Advisory Committee.  
 Any substantive items for discussion 
in General Business should also be 
forwarded. A copy of the Agenda that 
contains details of recommended changes 
to the Constitution is attached.  
 
BEREAVEMENT 
Members will be sorry to hear of the 
death of one of our strongest supporters 
and contributors, Ralph Birrell, who 
passed away in Bendigo after a short 
illness, on Saturday 7th June. Our 
sympathy goes out to Ralph’s wife Marta 
and family. It is hoped to publish an 
obituary in the September newsletter. 

MJD/June’14



20th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The World Theatre, Charters Towers, Queensland 
Commencing at 11.00am, Thursday 10 July 2014 

 
AGENDA 

 
President’s Welcome 
Apologies 
1. Confirmation of Minutes of Beechworth AGM, 1st October 2013. 
2. Consideration of President’s Report. 
3. Consideration of Treasurer’s Report for year ending 30 June 2014. 
4. Consideration of Auditor's Report for year ending 30 June 2014. 
5. Motions and Changes to Constitution (see next page) 
7. (i) Election, or Confirmation of Appointment of Officers 

a) Patron: b) President; c) Vice-President; d) Secretary; e) Treasurer, f) Auditor;  
g) Committee;  

   (ii) Appointment of (a) Journal Editor; (b) Sub-editor; c) Webmaster. 
8.  Setting of Subscription fees for 2015. 
9.  Journal report. 
10.  Determination of Journal Editor’s payment for services. 
11. Web Master’s report. 
12. General Business (items may also be raised from the floor) 
  a) Progress report on the 2015 AMHA Conference, Darwin. 
  b) Nominations for 2016 Conference. 
  c) Nominations for 2017 Conference. 
 
 
Current Officers and Delegates 
Patron: Prof. Geoffrey Blainey, AC  
Current Executive Committee  Current Committee members 
President: Dr Ruth Kerr ,OAM  ACT - Barry McGowan, Ken McQueen.  
Vice-President: Dr. Ross Both  SA – Peter Bell, Graham Hancock. 
Secretary/Treasurer Mel Davies, OAM      NSW - Adrian Hutton, Greg Knapman,  

NT - David Carment, Bev Phelts. 
      QLD –Jan Wegner. 
      VIC - Mike Williams; Nick Williams.  
      TAS - Greg Dickens, Nick Haygarth. 
      WA - Wendy Carter, Howard Tew. 
       NZ - Brian Hill, Philip Hart. 
Current Journal Editor: Mr. Mel Davies.  
Current Journal sub-editor: Mrs Nick Williams. 
Current Webmaster: Mr. Stephen Imrie. 
Journal Editorial Board: Dr. Peter Bell; Dr. Patrick Bertola; Prof. Gordon Boyce; Prof. David Branagan;  
Prof. Roger Burt; Prof. David Carment; Dr. Graydon Henning; Prof. Ken McQueen; Prof. Jeremy Mouat; 
Prof. Philip Payton, Prof. Ian Phimister; Prof. Ian Plimer,  
 



 
NOTE: Copies of the current constitution can be found on the web page.  
 
 
5. Amendments to the Constitution  
 
Explanatory note: 
The requirement is for Schedule 1 (10) of the Act associated with intervals between general meetings of 
members of the Association and the manner of calling meetings to be added so as to conform with the 
requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act 1987. The following amendments are mandatory:  
 

a) that in Rule 9, General Meetings, deletions and additions in red lettering be made and the  
numbers of the clauses be changed accordingly:  

9.1 The Annual General Meeting shall be held according to the rules  
9.2 Extra-ordinary General Meetings may be called according to the rules.  
9.3 9.2 Audited accounts shall be presented to the Annual General Meeting. 
9.4 9.3 Only paid up members shall be entitled to vote at General Meetings. 
9.5 9.4 Annual General Meetings shall be held within four months after the end of the  

Association’s financial year, or such longer period as may in a particular case 
be allowed by the Commissioner. 

9.5 The Committee must within 30 days of receiving a request in writing from not less than  
…?* members, convene a Special General Meeting for the purpose specified in that  
request.  *(to be determined at the AGM) 

9.6 Notification of agenda items and notification of motions shall be conveyed to members  
 by mail or email not less than 14 days before the date of a General Meeting or Extra- 
 Ordinary Meeting Special General Meeting 

 
b) That under Rule 19, Winding Up of Association the amendment in red lettering shall be added: 

If, on the winding up of the Association, any property of the Association remains after  
satisfaction of the debts and liabilities of the Association and the costs, charges and  
expenses of that winding up, that property shall be distributed by the Executive  
Committee to another incorporated association under the Associations Incorporation  
Act (1987) having objects similar to those of the Association as shall be determined by 
 resolution of the members. 

 
 



 
 


