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EDITORIAL 
The paucity of learning and taking lessons 
from the past is never more obvious than 
at the present time when governments 
have based their forecasting and planning 
on the price of iron ore. Perhaps this has 
proved more so in Western Australia than 
any other part of Australasia, for the 
Barnett government is in economic strife 
having based its budgetary projections on 
the high prices for iron ore that 
accompanied the Chinese boom. Alas, 
they did so without looking at the story of 
previous booms and busts, and have 
obviously also ignored the very basic and 
simple lesson learned in ‘Economics 100’, 
which is that prices in the free market are 
determined by supply in demand. With 
projections of firms such as BHP and Rio 
Tinto planning to increase production in 
many millions of tonnes, and with such 
mammoth developments as Gina 
Rinehart’s ‘Roy Hill’ promising to 
increase production by another 55 million 
tonnes in its first year of production, iron 
ore customers will no doubt be rubbing 
their hands with glee. On top of this we 
are informed that the distance advantage 
that Australia has enjoyed when 
marketing its iron ores is likely to 
disappear in the near future as South 
American suppliers develop massive 
carriers, that because of unit cost 
reduction will be able to compete on 
equal terms with our producers.  

Yet again, the slowing down of demand 
should have come as no surprise. The 
record of countries experiencing dramatic 
increases in economic growth shows that 
a country that starts off from a low base 
will inevitably show large and impressive 
growth rates. However, the simple law of 
diminishing returns will emerge after a 
time, resulting in a slow-down in the rate 
of growth– something that China 
watchers need to be aware of, if not at the 
moment, then for the future.  
 Not a disastrous position for our 
major iron-ore producers who will reap 
the benefit of economies of scale in being 
able to keep down unit costs of 
production, but as widely recognised, it 
will hit smaller producers, and also the 
plans of economic forecasters.  
 In a world where economic historians 
are these days as scarce as hens teeth, and 
where the lessons of the past continue to 
be ignored, a good dose of mining history 
would seem to be something that decision 
makers in the commercial and political 
world should adopt as a matter of course, 
though some might argue that its easy to 
be wise after the fact. There endeth the 
lesson, but it will be interesting to see 
what transpires over the next few years. 
The past decade was certainly a golden 
one for our base metal producers, but as 
mining history teaches, all things 
eventually come back to ‘normality’ and 
forecasters should proceed with caution. 



FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES  
AMHA 21st Annual Conference, 
Darwin 2015 (21-25th June) 
Its all systems go for the next AMHA 
celebration this coming June. While you 
might have gone past getting the key to 
the door, all ages will be catered for at the 
conference and the post conference tour 
on the 26th-27th June.  
 Darwin has perfect weather at that 
time of year, and will allow folk to get 
away from the winter blues. There should 
be plenty to interest members, with the 
inclusion of a tour of the Oil & Gas 
facilities among the proceedings, and a 
sunset boat tour of the harbour mid-week 
to give you a new perspective of Darwin’s 
environs. We are again anticipating a 
wide range of papers, and of course the 
usual convivial gatherings, one feature 
being the annual dinner at the Novotel.  
 The post-conference tour visits Pine 
Creek where there are remains from the 
nineteenth/early twentieth century gold 
discovery era, including artifacts 
associated with the Chinese presence in 
the vicinity. As the weekend at Pine 
Creek coincides with their Goldfields 
Festival, that should help provide an extra 
dimension to the tour. However, with 
limited accommodation in the township 
there’s a need to contact the Secretary if 
you want a place to stay, unless you’d 
prefer to sleep beneath the stars (quite 
spectacular in the outback, or so I’m 
informed). We have made some block 
bookings, but as stated, you’ll need to 
inform the Sec if you wish to be assured 
of a place to stay.  
 To register, please go to the web 
page, or register on-line by clicking on: 
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/R
egister.aspx?E=14863 
 Hope to see you there. 
 
BITS & PIECES 
Kernewek Lowender 2015 
This year’s Copper Coast Cornish 
Festival to be held in the 
Kadina/Moonta/Wallaroo area on the 
Yorke Peninsula, should prove a sellout, 
for in addition to lots of pasties and other 
Cornish fare, the menu includes a 

marvelous repertoire of Cornish humour, 
music and other entertainment that should 
appeal to all appetites. Known as the 
‘Kernow King’, top Cornish and 
internationally renown comedian Edward 
Rowe will prove a main attraction when 
he performs in Kadina on 20th May, and at 
Wallaroo on the evening of the festival’s 
‘Troyl’ Dinner dance the following 
evening. Also appearing in the flesh will 
be acclaimed Scottish-Irish-Australian 
Celtic Rock Group, the Borderers; harpist 
Liesl Warner, and if you’re into Country 
& Western, there are appearances by 
Victorian-born Wayne Horsburgh; the 
celebrated Graeme Hugo, and successful 
Tamworth Country Festival personality, 
Amber Joy Poulton. All three are among 
the cream of Australian performers.  

For those with more conservative 
tastes, there are choirs and Brass bands 
aplenty, including the South Australian 
Police Band, and the 
Kadina/Wallaroo/Moonta band that many 
members will fondly remember from our 
conference in the area some years ago.  

To enjoy the above (and more) get in 
early with your bookings by contacting 
convener Lorraine at 0418-830-639/8821 
3445, or by entering the web site at: 
www.kernewek.org (bookings taken from 
1 February).  
 
Re-instating the dead! 
Our esteemed committee member Nic 
Haygarth has been involved in some 
‘grave’ work over the last three years 
having been involved in a restoration 
project concerning the headstone of W.R. 
Bell, the discoverer of the Magnet silver-
lead lode west of Waratah, and one of 
Tasmania's best and most persevering 
19th-century mineral prospectors. Nic 
published a paper on him, 'Richness and 
prosperity: the life of W.R. Bell, 
Tasmanian mineral prospector', in Papers 
and Proceedings of the Tasmanian 
Historical Research Association, vol. 57, 
no.3, December 2010, pp. 210-35. During 
research for this paper he discovered that 
Bell’s headstone in the Wivenhoe 
Cemetery at Burnie was in three pieces, 
and obscuring his epitaph, 'ONE OF 
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TASMANIA'S EXPLORERS'. He 
decided to get it fixed and started to look 
around for ways to fund it. 

Realising that Bell and Louis von 
Bibra had prospected the upper Pieman 
River area as early as 1862, he decided to 
ask Venture Minerals to help fund 
restoration of the grave. Venture was, 
after all, preparing its Riley Creek, Mount 
Livingstone and Mount Lindsay mining 
projects in the upper Pieman area first 
prospected by Bell about 150 years 
earlier. 

Malcolm Hillbeck of Venture 
Minerals was very keen to honour the 
pioneer prospector. Burnie resident Val 
Fleming and her son Mark Fleming then 
managed the restoration, taking the 
headstone to Launceston stonemason John 
Dunn, who braced the broken pieces with 
a metal frame and painstakingly restored 
its lettering. Val Fleming enlisted the help 
of Darryl Dick and the Wynyard 
Community Men's Shed, who cemented 
the restored headstone onto the base of 
the grave. 

 
Unveiling of the headstone on 30 
September 2014 (Nic on left, on the wrong 
side of the fence – too early to go yet lad) 

 
Source: The Advocate (Burnie) 8 Oct’14. 
 

A bit of background from Nic: Bell, 
born in Lincolnshire, England, in 1830, 
spent decades prospecting the west coast. 
He explored parts of the Arthur and 
Pieman River systems, made probably the 
first discovery of osmiridium in Tasmania 
(1862), the first discovery of Tasmania's 
mineral emblem, crocoite, at the 
Heazlewood mine in 1887 and uncapped 
the Magnet lode west of Waratah in 1890. 
The Magnet mine became one of the 
largest silver producers on the west coast, 

and the town of Magnet existed until the 
mine closed in 1940. Long before then, 
Bell retired to his house Glen Osborne, 
high on the hill above Burnie and still one 
the city's grandest homes. From the 
second storey of the building he possibly 
enjoyed watching the Magnet ore being 
shipped out of the port of Burnie below. 
 
La Trobe University – PhD scholarship 
in Environmental History (From the 
AHA Newsletter)  
La Trobe University School of 
Humanities is offering a three-year PhD 
scholarship to research any aspect of the 
environmental history of mining in 
Australia. This scholarship is funded by 
an Australian Research Council Future 
Fellowship held by Associate Professor 
Clare Wright, entitled Red Dirt 
Dreaming: Re-Imagining the History of 
Mining in Australia, which will examine 
key events in Australia’s past through the 
social and cultural milieu of mining 
communities, environments and 
industries. The successful candidate for 
this postgraduate scholarship will be 
based in History. Closing date for 
applications is 21 November 2014. 
Enquiries to 03 9479 2037. 
PS – a bit late but the notice was only 
received on 6th November. But if 
interested you might still have a chance of 
being considered. 
 
Broken Hill Virtual Museum – call for 
memorabilia/volunteers 
Have you worked in Broken Hill in the 
past or know someone who has? Do you 
have any memorabilia such as photos, 
correspondence, rock or ore samples, 
equipment, technical reports or memories 
from the operations? Would you like to 
find out more about the long history of 
Broken Hill and be prepared to volunteer 
your time to assist with this project? 

AusIMM Adelaide and Broken Hill 
Branches are working together with 
Perilya Mining Ltd to establish a ‘virtual 
museum’ of the rich mining history of the 
town and its past operations. 

For further information or to 
volunteer your time or memorabilia, 



please get in touch with Janine Herzig by 
visiting the web site at:  
brokenhill@ausimm.com.au  
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Denis A. Cumming and Richard G. 
Hartley (Compilers), Westralian 
Founders of Twentieth Century mining: 
Career Biographies of Mining Engineers, 
Mine Managers and Metallugists who 
worked in the Western Australian Mining 
Industry 1890-1920, Richard G. Hartley, 
Rossmoyne Western Australia, 2014. pp. 
iii-xxvii, 1-190.  
ISBN: 978-0-646-92228-7 
This is a compilation that will appeal to 
researchers, as it provides a great deal of 
information on those intimately involved 
in mining in Western Australia in the 
halcyon days following the discovery of 
gold in that state in the late 1880s to 
1920. However, those who embrace 
interests outside WA will also find this a 
very handy guide to some of the better 
known, and also lesser known engineers, 
managers and metallurgists, for the 
fraternity, as members will know, tended 
to wander from mining field to mining 
field around Australia, and indeed the 
world.. The biographical detail includes 
background on the positions in which 
they worked, the companies involved, 
and material associated with their 
contribution to the industry. In the 
introduction, Richard points out that the 
publication has had a long gestation, and 
would have appeared much earlier if not 
for the death of fellow compiler Denis A. 
Cumming in 1995. It has been a long road 
for Richard, but readers will find this a 
valuable addition to their bookshelf. See 
review in the Journal, vol. 12.  
 Copies can be obtained by 
approaching Richard at: 
richardhartley@westnet.com.au 
Cost is $35 plus postage of $10 if in WA; 
$15 in the rest of Australia, and $25 in the 
rest of the world. 
 
URGENT APPEAL 
With the cost of postage rising, and with 
larger (and heavier) editions of the journal 
being published, this is an appeal to those 

members who have contacts in the mining 
world to see if its possible to provide 
leads or introductions to anyone in the 
industry who would be prepared to offer 
sponsorship for printing of the journal? In 
return, we will be happy to provide 
advertising space. As we are registered 
with the ATO as an educational 
organisation, any financial contributions 
qualify for a tax deduction. 
 As usual – please forward 
contributions for the 2015 volume, asap. 
 
HAVE YOU RENEWED?  
If you haven’t recently received a copy of 
the Journal, Vol. 12, 2014, it means that 
you were unfinancial at the time the 
journal was mailed. However, it’s never 
too late and to subscribe for 2014, just 
forward your fee or pay twice (send me 
an email if you do) when you register for 
the New Year, which you can do from 1st 
January by clicking on the following: 
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/R
egister.aspx?ID=15167 

While we still accept paper 
registration forms and payments by 
cheque, it will ease the burden of 
administration on the Secretary/Treasurer 
if you pay on-line and it’s no more costly 
than sending in a cheque. Overseas 
members in particular will find this 
method both more convenient and much 
cheaper, as the cost by the bank of 
converting an overseas cheque has 
recently gone up to $15. 
 
SEASON’S GREETINGS 
As in past years, the Executive and 
Committee wish all our members the 
compliments of the Season, and may your 
Christmas stockings be filled with gold 
rather than with a lump of coal.  

 
MJD/Dec’14
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